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Preface

Human rights, representing the indispensable camgitof an honorable, equal and free life,
are today a set of universal, moral values accdpgatie whole world and an indispensable
criterion for a fair, legitimate and civilized steind community. Beyond being an ethical
ideal, the Human Rights form the basis for regbeetable status of all the members of the
humanity family, and the recognition of equal andispensable rights form the basis of
freedom, justice and peace all over the world gsessed at the preamble of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

The rights and freedoms, that are declared withtuthigersal Declaration of Human Rights
and that are currently present in all the moderns@itutions, are the products of an
understanding accepting human as the highest valughe humans, independent of where
they are located in the world, or in whatever cogymiossess inalienable, un-transferable,
indispensable, universal rights from birth as egunmal free individuals without any distinction
such as sex, race, religion, language or otherstahereby the human rights are placed
within the texture of the modern humanity undergiag that humanity has attained at the
twentieth century as a result of long strugglesating and developing a new humanity
approach reaching from today to the future.

Human rights is a multi-dimensional subjects-systiémelates to every section of the
community. Human rights and democracy have pasgedadlel evolution. Both are inter-
related concepts. You cannot talk about democraaycauntry where human rights are not
warranted and in the same manner, you cannot #bokt the presence of human rights
where there is no democracy. These are two contiggitare so much linked to each other
that you cannot consider the presence of one witiheuother.

Likewise, human rights are closely related with ¢beial and law state qualities of the
government. It can even be said that, it is th@diation of social law state. Consequently,
ensuring human rights, means to protect the qaatibns that will positively influence the
improvement of the community in every aspect.

The Constitution of the Turkish Republic has intkchbeing “respectful” to the human rights
among the basic features of our Republic (Artiglard clearly expressed the understanding
of “state based on human rights” (Article 14). Balize this, various important regulations
and studies have been made until today in our cpumthe area of human rights. Turkey has
endorsed almost all of the international documesitted to human rights and these
documents have become an integral part of Turkisbgrudence.

During the recent years, in the framework of tHeré$ to ensure that our people attain the
value they deserve and complying with the Acquisn@wnitaire, nine compliance/reform
packages were prepared and in a sense a “sileslut®n” was realized through changes at
constitutional, legal and administrative levelle @area of human rights. With the two
Constitution amendments in the recent years (20@12804), comprehensive modifications



have been made at various fields that directlygrice human rights such as Turkish
Criminal Code, Criminal Execution Code, CriminabBedure Code; moreover with the
enforced compliance packages, important steps takes in the form of reform aimed at
strengthening the superiority of democracy andprtidence and ensuring respect towards
human rights and liberties. A serial of legal addhanistrative arrangements were made in
several areas that directly affects human rightsliderties, thereby the restrictions aimed at
human rights and liberties were significantly ehatied and significant progress has been
made towards reaching universal standards relatedrhan rights. The boundaries of human
rights and liberties were expanded with the modifans made in several areas such as
freedom of thought and expression, freedom of ag8og, prevention of torture and
degrading-treatment, banning of death penaltyyiddal freedom and security, freedom of
press, sex equality, administration of justicetustaf international treaties regarding basic
rights, civil-military relations and so on. Withelaim of reflecting the reforms made to
implementation, additional mechanisms were supphteakcto the existing judicial and
administrative mechanisms and with this aim, newcstires were formed such as Prime
Ministry Presidency of Human Rights, Supreme Badrduman Rights, National Committee
for Human Rights Education, Human Rights Consulfdmard, Reform Monitoring Group,
Provincial and District Human Rights Boards, etarbbver, several new human rights units
were established within various public instituti@ml agencies.

To ensure that the democratic structure of our tgus brought to a perfect state, the human
rights awareness is improved, human rights viahetiare prevented and the chance of
benefiting from the basic rights and freedoms nefiby human dignity and modern life are
fully granted to our people, our works will stibatinue with the same speed and
determination. This is the basic vision in frontooir country. It will be the basic target of the
future works to ensure that the reforms made irfighé of human rights are fully reflected in
application and to ensure that all the people ¢§umour country benefit equally from all the
rights and freedoms. For this aim, it is evidenatt @ “mental evolution” has to take place
besides the developments at the legislative aridutigsnal level. Consequently, education
and awareness activities gain a high importance.“€antinuity” of these activities also has
an utmost importance in attaining the desired goal.

In fact, at these grounds that had always possesssde not the letter but the spirit of the
current human rights values, there is a toleratioete providing the peaceful living of
communities from various different religion, sentlaethnical base for several centuries.

This climate nourished with love for human beingams the presence of an information and
thinking basis ideal for the targets desired tatbained with human rights. When it is
considered from this view, it should be noted tiahan rights is not an “imported concept”,
but a “lost commodity” of our civilization. The “méal evolution” concerning human rights
shall enable the values basically present at timel @nd heart of our community to be
integrated with the universal language and content.

It is without doubt that all the studies that h&aeen and will be made in the way of protection
and improvement of human rights will make this lanare livable with all the aspects of the
human rights being the common value of humanity.

In this study which we think will provide a contution, although small, to the efforts of
protection and improvement of human rights in cawrrdry, on one hand, some basic
information regarding human rights is given andtmother hand, the change and evolution



experienced in our country regarding human rightsng the recent years and some examples
of among the activities realized in this field, esially by the Presidency of Human Rights

are displayed. With this respect, | hereby forwlaydyratitude to all who have contributed to
this work and hope that this study will be beneidi¢or all the interested parties.

Cemil JICEK
State Minister and Deputy of Prime Minister

Introduction

The Presidency of Human Rights has been foundddttét Law no. 4643 of 12.04.2001,
with the aim of making studies aimed at protechod development of human rights. The
Presidency has in general the following dutiesvig® coordination among the authorized
institutions regarding human rights, monitor legigln and implementation, make studies to
ensure conformity of the national legislation wiitie international documents, monitor the
implementation of the human rights programs ofgtielic institutions and agencies, examine
and investigate the applications concerning th&tian of human rights. The Presidency
provides contribution to the studies executed enftamework of European Union
membership process. Moreover, the Provincial arstridi Human Rights Boards present
within the country at 81 provinces and 850 distrimte sending monthly activity reports to the
Presidency. These reports are evaluated and g@dameice is being provided to the Boards,
coordination is ensured and statistics are puldishe

The Presidency also examines individual applicati@garding human rights violation claims
and if a violation of right is determined, it coctsithe related institutions and ensures that the
necessary actions are taken to eliminate the waolaThe information regarding the

numerical data on human rights violation claims@egodically announced to the public. In
addition to these, the Presidency organizes widpesttraining activities aimed at the civil
public and public institutions and agencies, espcihe Provincial and District Human

Rights Boards and to the community in general. Fresidency also performs activities of
raising awareness concerning human rights withrtieing material it prepares such as
books, booklets, brochures and internet page.

It should be pointed out that in the road to protegnan rights and for ajust and more
efficient administration a new law concerning tistablishment of the Public Inspectorship
Office (Ombudsmanship Act) was enacted by the Blrkirand National Assembly in
September 2006. This is particularly an importaep €onsidering the fact that the origin of
Ombudsmanship dates back to the Ottoman era. [@dbgitfact that the law has been taken to
the Consititutional Court by the President of thekish Republic for the annulment, and is
still under the review of the Constitutional Cowtiich suspended its application, we believe
that the legal problems will be overcome with tleevrConstitution and the Public
Inspectorship Office will be fully operational saon

| would like to thank to Mr. Cemil {{EK, our Esteemed Assistant Prime Minister dudo t
support he has given in the publication of thiskbaond to all who took great pains, especially
to Ahmet UZAK and Mehmet ALTUNTA. This study, which we think will provide a
contribution, although small, to the efforts of f@ction and improvements of the human



rights in our country, is being presented for tbaedfiting of the members of the Provincial
and District Human Rights Boards and everyone wagykn the field of human rights. Hoping
that this booklet will be beneficial in the roadhafman rights.

Prof. Dr. Hasan T. FENDGLU
President
Prime Ministry Human Rights Presidency

PART |: THE CONCEPT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
A. What are Human Rights?
Human Rights are inalienable, inviolabe and highligyt moral values that make human a

human and that the human possesses just by bittlowtibeing bound to any condition or
status. These rights;

. Protect the value and dignity of the human being.
. Expresses the conditions necessary for a lifelwasf human being.
. Are the most basic values aimed at meeting theirements of the human by virtue of

being a human, targeting to protect and developnlaiterial and spiritual existence.

The source of human rights is “the human naturel’ thie “human dignity” at the core of this
nature. All humans, by virtue of being a human,sess these rights “equally” without any
discrimination in regards to religion, language;esagender, public roots, nationality, etc.
Thus, human rights are “universal”, they are presegether with the existence of human
kind independent from time, place, economy anducelt

With another view, it is possible to identify humaghts as the political demands arising out
of human dignity. Since human rights are the righist the individual claims especially
against the government and request for him notitdate. Accordingly, the reason for
existence of the government is to secure the bagitts and freedoms possessed by the
individual by birth. The government is the name tbé political organization that the
individuals comprising the community have estal@dtwith this aim. In this respect, the
government has two types of obligations, one baegative and the other being positive. The
negative obligation of the government expressastitviolating the rights and freedoms of the
individuals especially with force applying instrum& For example, the violation of
prohibition of torture shows that the governmerd hat fulfilled its negative obligation. On
the other hand, the government not only has tovioddite the human rights, but it also has to
prevent any violation and take every measure ferhthmanely living of the human beings
and improve the material and spiritual existencerdbf. In this respect, for example, the
authorities permitting constructions around a dusite possible to explode, displays that the
government is failing to fulfill its positive oblagion at the point of protection of the right to
life.

Although the definition of human rights, its scopmay differ according to
political/ideological/philosophical understandingsd preferences, it can confidently be said
that an accord has been reached today in the grofestablishing a standard in this subject,



especially at the international platform. Todayisitwidely recognized view that a common
human rights jurisprudence has been establishddssiteral documents and conventions that
are accepted at both the UN and the regional lesgecially such as the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the UN Twin €pants, (International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (1966); International @mant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (1966)); and within this jurisprudence, @ddion to the civil and social rights known
as “classical” (first generation) rights, that eocomc, social and cultural rights known as
“second generation” rights and the rights such rasrenmental right, development right,
right of peace known as “third generation” (solitigrrights are also an indispensable part of
human rights; and that these rights are as a waiadispensable and integrated part of the
human dignity and a humanely “existence”. In otwerds, all the generation rights are the
ones necessary to continue a humanely life. Thie tdcone of these rights, which are
dependent on each other, negatively affects ther otphts. Human rights, aimed at meeting a
basic requirement of each human being, are as dewttbe aggregate of the properties
making human a human, the minimum conditions of &y living”.

To express without going into detail, the Class{€aist Generation) Rights are the rights that
protect the individuals against the government eochmunity, providing private, immune
areas to the individuals where they can freely esprthemselves and that secure the
participation of the individuals to the politicaffars. The Classical Rights, in other words,
define the rights that in essence protect the nahtand spiritual integrity of the individual,
securing his/her freedom and protect the individaghinst the arbitrary power of the
government. The government has the liability nointervene, i.e., not to interfere, to these
classical rights, which have the main purpose $trict the power of the government against
the individual.

The main the Classical rights are as follows:

. The Right to Life, Personal Integrity and Dignity

. Prohibition of Torture and Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment

. The Right to Individual Freedom and Security

. The Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression

. The Right to Freedom of Religion and Conscience

. The Right to Privacy
. The Right to Fair Trial
. The Right to Property

. Prohibition of Discrimination

. The Right to Peaceful Assembly and Demonstration
. The Right to Association

. Freedom to Work

. The Right to Petition

. The Right to Participate in Government

. The Right to Enter Public Services

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, a.k.a. “Sec@eneration”, Rights, are the rights
aimed at the conditions necessary for human deredop such as employment, education,
health, etc. or “prerequisites ensuring the impnoeet of humanely facilities”. In other

words, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights arertbkts that protect the individual against



societal risks, securing a living standard suffitior humanely living, providing them the
opportunity to actually benefit from the ClassiBagjhts and with this aim, that the individual
can request from the government to realize. Thentgjof these rights are, as differing from
the Classical Rights, the rights that significangiye the government a duty to serve and
therefore requires the active intervention of tlewegnment and of which the realization
depends significantly on the utilization of finaalciesources. Nevertheless, the differentiation
between the Classical Rights and the Economic,abacid Cultural Rights, should not be
interpreted in a too much strict manner. Just asethare classical rights making the
governments obliged to avoid certain acts, thegeatso classical rights necessitating a certain
assurance liability, thereby great financial resear Moreover, it should be noted that the
actual protection of the Classical Rights, espbcadainst the interventions coming from the
third parties, i.e. the community, necessitates-sb@e investments to be done by the
governments and the utilization of big financiatiities in this respect. For instance, the right
of fair judgment requires well-educated judgesspouitors, defense lawyers, police officers,
adequate jails and other facilities. Similarly, thections representing the indispensable usage
of the Political Rights can also be shown as amogixample necessitating high amount of
expenditures.

The main Economic, Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights are as follows:

. The Right to Work

. The Right to Social Security

. The Right to Collective Burgaining and Strike

. The Right to an Adequate Standard of Living
(Nourishment, Accommodation)

. The Right to Education

. The Right to Health

. The Right to Participate to the Cultural Life

The “Third Generation” or “Solidarity” Rights, ddeging after the 2nd World War, that are
brought about by reasons especially such as emagatal pollution, risk of war created by
the nuclear weapons, development difference amegmms, etc. and that are comprised of
rights like the Right to Peace, the Right to Enwimental, the Right to Development, the
Right to Benefit from the Common Heritage of Huntgnalthough having individual aspects,
refer mainly and associated with general conditimnghe realization of the other rights. The
common cooperation and solidarity of the personstitutions, government and even the
international community is required for their realion. It necessitates the joint solidarity of
the persons and groups rather than being free.ekample, in relation to the right to
environment, the environment should not be harnmeltlae persons harming the environment
should be prevented. This in turn, requires thentjeffort and responsibility of the
government, as well as other persons and institsitio

An important issue to be stated concerning humgtnisiis that these rights are not static but
instead have a dynamic character; certain changesccur at the quantity and quality of
these rights parallel to the developments in thigigal, economic, societal and especially
technological life, and that certain new rightgight categories that cannot be foreseen at the
moment, can be defined as human right. Abstractequs such as human value or human
dignity should be defined together with the unie¢érlements they represent, in a continual
interaction with the existing conditions and inauall the elements obligatory for a humanely



living. In the end, the changing conditions maylue brand new challenges and threats for
human beings and can pose serious threats towardarhexistence and humanely living. It
will undoubtedly be an obligation to define and andhe scope of the human rights concept,
defining all the conditions necessary for a humgaegistence and a dignified living, in a way
as to include new assurances to the human beingsiratnum level, against these new
situations and new threats.

B. Development of Human Rights in the World

The birth of human rights goes to historic timeswdver, the shaping of these rights as a
concept started at the 18th century. It is accetttatithe thought of human rights started with
the British Great Condition (Magna Charta Libertajudeclared in Britain in 1215. With this
Condition, it has been stated the individual possedife and property security, thereby the
discretionary applications of the kind was ended.

On the other hand, the Universal Declaration of dnrRights declared on December 10th,
1948 is deemed as the Magna Charta of our day. dWere it is known that similar
declarations were also declared before this daimeSexamples are, 1776 Virginia Human
Rights Declaration or American Independence Detiaral789 French Human and Citizen
Rights Declaration. According to those declaratidghe human are free and independent by
their very nature and have certain rights fromhbilat they cannot abandon and transfer. The
humans have the right and freedom to live. Theelthe right of property. The government
has duties such as securing these rights and freedod provide suitable environment for
the realization thereof. Human dignity and the tighlife form the basis of all these rights
and freedoms.

Especially at the international regime founded rafte destructiveness and burning of the
Second World War, it has become a basic concepnatect the human rights. This, in a way,
is a “revolutionary” development in the historytbe human rights jurisprudence. Since, the
first time in history, has the acts of the governtseagainst their citizen became a matter
other than only their internal affair. The undensliag of “I am the government, | can do
whatever | please to my citizens”, was thrown ihistory with the foundation of supra-
national organs. The document leading these orgatiee Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. This was followed with agreements aimingiotect the human rights at regional and
universal level. The most renowned among thesecaggpts are the European Convention on
Human Rights prepared within the European Coutial International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant EEconomic, Social and Cultural Rights
prepared within United Nations and also known as‘Ttwin Covenants”.

Other than these, various international treatiesevgggned with a view to combating with

torture, racism and every kind of discriminatioirmed at protecting special social sections
such as women and children. Especially the supervimechanism implemented by the
European Convention on Human Rights, has givena gexample as to how the human
rights can be effectively protected at the supttaenal level. In fact, the judgements of the
European Court of Human Rights have made significantributions to the improvement of

the human rights legislation and implementatiothefparty.

C. The Limits of Restricting the



Basic Rights and Freedoms

In the modern government / public service approdhbb, duty and responsibility of the
government is to secure human rights by legal astitutional ways. This responsibility has
been expressly regulated in general at the Cotietial level.

On the other hand, it is a generally accepted famth the oretically and at the national and
international regulations together with the adjatian interpretations including the European
Court of Human Rights, that the Human Rights cameséricted in certain cases necessitated
by the social community that the individual is atpaf. For example, the restriction of the
travel freedom of a person wishing to travel toame under quarantine, has the aim of
protecting the health or the right to life of tha¢érson and the community. Moreover,
restricting certain rights in state of war and sdgiee extraordinary state can also be accepted.

The authorizations granted to the public power estricting human rights are subject to
certain limits both at the Constitution and atititernational treaties that we are a party to.

First of all, the prohibition of torture is absautind there cannot be any restriction or
regulation in this regard. Moreover, the Europeamy@ntion on Human Rights recognizes
that a restriction cannot be brought on “the priimb of slavery and forced working” and
“the legality of punishments” even in the casestate of war or extraordinary state.

In the cases where restriction is accepted, itasrestitutional obligation that this restriction is
definitely enforced with laws. A restriction canrimd brought in the field of human rights, in
whatsoever manner, via status, regulations, decisfothe Board of Minister and similar
arrangements. Moreover, the mentioned legal arratsmieas to be based on the reasons
indicated at the relevant articles of the Consttutoncerning the restriction.

On the other hand, it is also a superior provisibour Constitution that the restriction is not
in the character that eliminates the essence ofigie and makes it impossible to benefit
from the right in practice. The Supreme Court Haged that, if a right and freedom is made
bound to conditions that makes it very hard tothseright and freedom as conforming to its
purpose or makes it unusable, then the essendeafght and freedom would be damaged
(decision no. E.1985/8, K.1986/27 of 26.11.1986)d ¢he Supreme Court has qualified the
binding of the usage of a right and freedom to iftighpermission in general” as damaging the
essence of the right and freedom (Decision no.@&3/[/B, K.1964/8 of 28.1.1964).

The restrictions to be placed on the human rightailsl also be proportional as well. If the
restriction placed, goes beyond the measure néaiessby the state causing restriction, this
restriction is a restriction violating the constidun.

The restrictions to be placed on the rights catweoarranged to serve any purpose other than
the purpose causing the restriction. When the mad restriction is removed, the restriction
should be removed as well.

One of the most important principles regarding lihets of restricting human rights is the

obligation to abide by the requirements of the denatic society regime, of which the content
has been matured with the interpretations of th@gean Court of Human Rights and that is
also present within the text of our ConstitutiomeTaim of the “democratic society regime”



accepted as the limit of restriction at articledf3ur Constitution is the understanding of a

pluralist, liberal, modern and democratic societgime. This understanding has been stated
in the article justification as follows: “the restions to be placed on the rights and freedoms
or the limiting measures to be foreseen in thisaréghould not be against the democratic
regime understanding, it should be reconcilabldn whie widely accepted democratic regime

understanding.”

D. The European Union and Human Rights

As per the decisions taken by the European Uniamn€ibat the 1993 Copenhagen Summit;
the compliance with the political criteria is a g@guisite for the access negotiations to
commence. It is mandatory to comply with all thegp€ahagen criteria to access to the Union.

The Copenhagen Political Criteria can be summargzegroviding stability to the institutions

assuring the protection and respect of democr&ey stperiority of the rule of law, human

rights and minorities. In these topics, there avepre-determined solid norms, other than
general principles, the deficiencies are put fodvaiccording to the properties of the
countries.

In terms of protection of the basic rights at thedpean Union, the European Convention on
Human Rights dated 1950 is taken as basis. Simgi®iBsory Note dated 1986 and article 6
of the EU Treaty also take the basic rights at @mavention as basis. The Amsterdam
Agreement has modified the provisions of the EUe&gnent regarding the protection of the
basic rights. Thereby, principles of freedom, deracg, human rights and basic freedoms,
and respect to the rule of law were added, authtoiz was granted to the Court of Justice to
ensure that these principles are abided by the Gomtynorgans and opportunity was
provided for the application of sanction should thmember states fail to fulfill their
obligations. Moreover, provisions have been placgd the Agreement to prevent
discrimination among the human based on national#gyder, ethnical roots, religion, belief,
handicapped status and age.

At the Koéln European Council date June 1999, sih¢®s been decided that these general
arrangements does not fully meet the requiremértias been brought to agenda to prepare a
charter for the protection of the basic rights ke Union level. At this Charter named as
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU; the gdnprmciples of the Human Rights
Convention and the European Council Conventioniclrgghts granted to the Union citizens
and the economic and social rights at the Eurofs=mmal Charter and the Convention for the
Basic Rights of the Workers are present.

In relation to democracy and the rule of law, Elegking an environment at the candidate
states where political pluralism, freedom of expr@s and religion, etc. democratic freedoms
are present, different political parties can comethte government via free elections, the
elections are held in a free and fair manner anerg/the opposition plays an effective role.

The most important stipulation of full membershgpgU is human rights, democracy and the

rule of law and even if it is not a member to Ekkde are among the universal values to be
adopted by Turkey.

E. European Council, European Convention



on Human Rights and ECtHR

At the countries where democracy and the rule wf iR valid, the human rights are being
protected by the constitution and laws, and itsesuipion is being made by independent
courts. Consequently, the individual claiming th& right has been violated should firstly
apply to legal procedures and seek his right. Al#rthe legal procedures are tried,
international supervision can be brought to thendge

The European Council is an independent internalttiorganization that has been founded by
the European states in 1949 with the aim of protgchuman rights, the rule of law and
parliamentary democracy and to ensure that Eur@oerbes integrated, having a judicial
legal entity with its headquarters in Strasbounguee).

The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) lending agreement, covering the
rights, to which it is mandatory to comply with,cgded in 1950 by the states member to the
European Council, which also includes Turkey, totget the personal and political rights
present at the Universal Declaration of Human Rightan effective manner. In this respect,
the ECHR is completely different from the UniverBadclaration of Human Rights having no
legal binding force. The most important factor emgy the enforcement of the contractual
provisions is the supervision, by the European CoftiHuman Rights (ECtHR), of the fact
whether the secured rights are violated or not.eBasn this authority of the court, the
individual can file complaints for the member ssad@d the states do not have the right not to
accept the adjudication authority of the Court rdgay individual applications.

The Republic of Turkey has also adopted the Europegeement on Human Rights in 1954;
accepted the right of individual application in Z%nhd accepted the adjudication authority of
the European Court of Human Rights in 1989. It ssthwhile to note the direct claim-ability
and implement-ability of the European ConventionHuman Rights at the internal Turkish
legal system.

The supervision mechanism established by the Earop@onvention on Human Rights

functions as secondary or complementary conceihiegnuman rights. In this framework, the

supervision of the European Court of Human Righas hot been formed to replace the
national authorities. The first duty to protect theman rights and specially eliminate the
violations falls to the national authorities (juaiclegislative and administrative authorities).
What the European Court does is merely a supervisionplementing the supervision at the
national level. Consequently, the acceptance ah@dinidual application at the Court depends
on the exhaustion of the internal legal procedukésreover, the application has to be filed
after and within six months of the final verdicvgn as per the internal jurisprudence. The
applications are rejected when they are not inracadth the Contractual provisions, they do

not have clear justifications and when the righpetition is misused.

ECHR is organized in the form of Committees, Chammtend the Grand Chamber. The
Committees make the initial investigation; the Chammakes the decision of acceptability,
looks at the essence of the issue and decidedondnal applications. The Great Department
acts as the authority for the interpretation of tbenvention and the Protocols and the
appealing authority. The decisions are final. Theolgean Council Committee of Ministers
also has to abide by the decisions of the court.



The decisions of ECtHR are the decisions that enthe warranting of the minimum
freedoms, not the restrictions of them. Beyonddgeisions taken by ECtHR, the countries
may improve the freedoms further toward their eiizf they wish.

PART Il : HUMAN RIGHTSIN TURKEY
A. In General

At article 2 of the 1982 Constitution, it is statdtht the Republic of Turkey is a State
governed by the rule of law and respects humarigigkiso at article 5 of our Constitution, it
has been counted among the basic aim and dutiéseoState to work to eliminate the
political, economic and social obstructions resitig the basic rights freedom of the
individual in a way that does not accord with thin@ples of justice and of the social state
governed by the rule of law, and to prepare thalitmms necessary for the improvement of
the material and spiritual existence of the humaimd» The basic rights and freedoms have
been regulated at the second part of our Constitutnder the headings of general provisions
on basic rights and freedoms, rights and dutiehefindividual, social and economic rights
and duties, and political rights and duties. Oun&ibution not only regulates the basic rights
and freedoms, but it also foresees certain mecmsnend assurances for the protection
thereof. The article 13 of our Constitution regagithe fact that the basic rights and freedoms
can only be restricted due to the reasons indicatelde relevant articles of the Constitution,
without altering their essence, and only by lang #rat these restrictions cannot be violating
the text and spirit of the Constitution, the regqments of a democratic societal regime and
the secular Republic and the principle of propowidy and the last clause of article 90 of the
Constitution regarding the fact that in case auts@rises by reason of the provisions on the
same subject, differing between the internatiomehttes and the laws enforced by law
regarding basic rights and freedoms, then the pravs of the international treaties shall
prevail, bear a special significance.

The provisions of the first clause of article 9lcerning the fact that, provided that martial
law and extraordinary states are reserved, the bagits, individual rights and duties taking

place at the first and second sections of the separnt of the Constitution, and the political

rights and duties taking place at the fourth secttannot be regulated with decree laws, is
one of the mechanisms that our Constitution hasbéshed with the aim of protecting the

basic rights and freedoms.

Our Constitution was not content with only the aasaes, of which some examples are given
above, concerning the protection of the basic sigind freedoms, but it also brought about
some arrangements for the protection of the bagits and freedoms via right seeking and
methods of application filing. At article 36 of o@onstitution with the heading of “freedom
to seek right”; after it is stated that everyons Hae right to a fair trial, by benefiting from
legal instruments and ways, in front of the adjatan authorities, as a plaintiff or defendant,
by way of claim and defense; at article 40 relatedhe protection of the basic rights and
freedoms; it is stated that anyone violating thghts and freedoms granted with the
Constitution, has the right to be provided with thygportunity to apply promptly to the
authorized institution and the opportunity to béeai protect the basic rights and freedoms
via political and administrative procedures andcpeses, besides judicial procedures and
processes, has been enabled. This situation wéeflatrengthened by stating at article 74 of



our Constitution regulating the right for petititimat; the citizens and the foreigners residing
in Turkey, provided that reciprocity base is soudtave the right to apply in writing to the
authorized institutions and the Turkish Grand NaloAssembly concerning their wishes and
complaints in regards to themselves or the pulalij that the result of their application
regarding themselves will be informed to the petitholders promptly in a written form.

The issue of protection of the basic rights anédens with ex-adjudication political and/or
administrative mechanisms is relatively a new phesmon. During the historical
development process, it has been seen that the bgbkits and freedoms could not be
protected only with constitutional and legal arramgnts and judicial procedures and ways, it
has come to the agenda the idea for the establighofidhuman rights institutions, that are,
although associated with executive or legal orghasing a pluralistic structure where all the
sectors of the community can be represented aradlig@mistrative and financial autonomy to
prevent it to be influenced by external factorsd ahese types of institutions have been
founded in various countries of the world. Theseettgpoments related to the efforts of
institutionalization in the field of human rightave also been most welcome by the United
Nations. With the United National General Assembgcision no. 48/134 of 20.12.1993 that
includes principles regarding the establishmentiieduand operation, authorities and
responsibilities of the national human rights itgitons, also known as the “Paris Principles”,
it has been recommended for the establishment tbra human rights institutions to
effectively protect human rights and the strengtigof the ones already present.

The institutionalization studies in the field ofrhan rights, parallel to the progresses in the
world, have also followed an ever-increasing pregris our country. The first step in this
regard was taken with the Law no. 3686 of 05.120188d a Human Rights Investigation
Commission was established under the structurdnefTurkish Grand National Assembly.
And as of 1991, a State Minister was commissioneth whe duty of monitoring and
coordination of human rights. With the Prime MingstCommuniqué no. 1997/17 of
09.04.1997, the Human Rights Coordinator Supremarddas been gathered, under the
chairmanship of the State Minister commissionedhhie human rights issues, and with the
participation of the Prime Ministry, Undersecregariof Justice, Internal Affair and Foreign
Affairs Ministries. With the regulation published #e Official Journal no 23362 of
04.06.1998, the National Committee on Human Ridfdsication Decade was established.
And with the Regulation published at the Officialudnal no. 24218 of November 2nd, 2000
with the aim of protection of Human Rights and eimguthe prevention of the violations, the
Human Rights Provincial and District Boards weraurfded. Moreover, human rights
departments were established under the structfises/eral institutions and agencies.

The most comprehensive arrangement on institutioastadn in the field of human rights

within the governmental organization, was realixgth the Law no. 4643 of 12.04.2001
amending Law no. 3056 on the Prime Ministry Organon. With the quoted law,

“Presidency of Human Rights” was established asntlagn service unit within the central

organization of the Prime Ministry. With the supplentary articles of the same law, the
formation of “Supreme Board of Human Rights” andotSulting Board of Human Rights”

was arranged and opportunity was provided for trenétion of “Investigation Delegations
for the Violation Claims on Human Rights” with then of investigating the violation claims.

The duty to perform the secretariat services of $lmpreme Board of Human Rights, the
Consulting Board of Human Rights and the InvesiigatDelegations for the Violation

Claims on Human Rights has been given to the R¥rasidof Human Rights.



With the regulations published after the enforcetrednLaw no. 4643, the procedures and
terms for the establishment, duties and operatbtise Supreme Board of Human Rights, the
Consulting Board of Human Rights and the InvesiigatDelegations for the Violation
Claims on Human Rights have been identified, thenblu Rights Provincial and District
Boards were restructured in line with the lategidative changes and they were granted a
structure that is mostly based on and cored arthmdivil society. The National Committee
on Human Rights Education Decade was granted distastatus under the name of National
Committee on Human Rights Education.

In addition to the political and administrative &pation mechanisms formed in our internal
jurisprudence with the aim of protecting the basights and freedoms, international
application mechanisms were brought forward viaageeements that our Country became a
party to at various dates. On this issue, in aoidito the European Court of Human Rights;
the receiving application and investigation auttesi of the Committee for Prevention of
Torture, the Committee for Prevention of Discrimioa Against Women and the Human
Rights Committee were also recognized and accdptenir Country. Thus, after the internal
jurisprudence procedures are exhausted, the indiVidave been given the opportunity to
apply to the relevant international organs.

Turkey is among the countries that have adoptededniNations Universal Declaration of
Human Rights 50 years ago. After that, the Europ@anvetion on the Human Rights, and
several supplementary Protocols to that Convetierevalso adopted.

Turkey has accepted the right of individual applaa to the European Court of Human

Rights on January 28th, 1987 and in 1989, it hagmed the adjudication authority of the
European Court of Human Rights. Turkey is also gypt the United Nations and the

European Conventions concerning the preventioordiite and ill-treatment, and has opened
its doors to international supervision in this mreha

Turkey has signed almost all of the internationakcuiments on human rights. These
documents have become a part of Turkish jurisproelen

As with most of the Constitutions arranged after 8econd World War, the Constitution of
the Turkish Republic has also expressed the impoetgplaced on human rights. At article 2
of our Constitution, respect to human rights hamnbadicated among the qualifications of the
Republic of Turkey, which cannot even be suggestede changed. With the amendment
made in 2001 at the 1982 Constitution, “reliancehoaman rights” principle has also been
adopted. A significant change and evolution waserpced in the field of human rights with
the Constitutional amendment made in 2001 and 28fdithe legislative changes made at the
legal and administrative level by the 9 Reform Rads.

The reason that the human rights could not be fatlglemented until today at the western
norms is the lack of education, inter-regional depment differences due to geographical
and geological challenges, troubles arising fromotesm and fights against terrorism that has
been continuing for a long time, unawareness amdp#rsonal faults. Otherwise, the deep
marks of the respect to human beings are very mtegent in our cultural heritage.

B. The Reforms Made in Turkey
in the Field of Human Rights



- With the amendment made at the article 14 of @oastitution with Law no. 4709 of
03.10.2001, the situations deemed as misuse diabie rights and freedoms were restricted
and thereby the limits of the rights and freedonesenexpanded. Accordingly, the situations
of abuse of the rights have been accounted as dthiwities aimed at destructing the
indivisible integrity of the State with its terripand nation, and endangering the existence of
the democratic and secular order of the TurkishuRBkp based upon human rights” and
thereby the expressions of “None of the rights ieddoms present at the Constitution, ...
can be used to ensure the management of the Sthta person or group or the dominance of
a social class over other social classes or taemdiacrimination of language, race, religion
and sect or to establish a government regime basedhis concept and opinions in
whatsoever way” previously present at this artidee been omitted from the text.

On the other hand, article 13 of the Constitutietedmining the rules related to the restriction
of the basic rights and freedoms and the Congirtatiprovisions bringing about restrictions
regarding some special rights and freedoms (sucrtete 26 on the freedom of expressing
and dissemination of thought, article 27 on theedmem of science and art, article 28 on
freedom of press, etc.) have also been amended_awtino. 4709 of 03.10.2001, wherein the
limit and utilization opportunities of the basighis and freedoms were expanded.

- The new Labor Law no. 4857 was enforced on thie daJune 10th, 2003. As per article 5
of the law concerning equal treatment, “In businetstions, discrimination cannot be made
based on reasons such as language, race, gendigcalpopinion, philosophical belief,
religion and sect”. At the mentioned article, pswns have also been brought forward
regarding the fact that the employer cannot apgferént procedures on the full / part-time
employees and the definite-indefinite period empés/unless there are fundamental reasons,
unless biological or the reasons related to theadhter of the work does not make it
obligatory, a discrimination cannot be made, dlyeabr indirectly, at the signing,
implementation and termination of the employmenttact due to gender or pregnancy,
different wages cannot be determined for an equalkwased on gender and that the
implementation of protective provisions due to gemder of the employee will not be a basis
of discrimination; and monetary sanctions and bordeproof have been regulated in case
these provisions are violated during businessioglair during its termination.

Also at article 18 of the new Labor Law no. 485fterit is stated that, at the workplaces
employing thirty of more employees, the terminatadrthe contract of the employee having
worked at least six months should be based onid redson of the employer arising from the
adequacy or behaviors of the employee or the reougnts of the enterprise, workplace or
business; “race, color, gender, marital statusjljaobligations, pregnancy, delivery, religion,
political opinion and similar reasons” and “the wemimemployees not coming to work due to
pregnancy, delivery and milk leave” are expresdigtesl among the states that cannot
especially be a reason of termination. Other stit@gscannot be reason for termination have
been stated as syndicate membership, syndicatetiasti utilization of legal rights, and
utilization of legal rights of leave due to illnessaccident.

- At the Official Journal no. 25354 of 22.01.20G4¢e Prime Ministry Communiqué no.
2004/7 on “Acting as Conforming to the Equalityrfeiple in Personnel Employment” has
been published.

Accordingly; by making reference to article 2 antl df the United Nations Contract for
Elimination of Every Kind of Discrimination Agains®Vomen (CEDAW) to which our



Country is also a party to, bringing about to thety states the liability to take every measure
including legislative amendments to ensure thegmgon of discrimination against women, it
is emphasized that being concerned with the problefmour women, who have a special
position in the improvement of the individual atg ttcommunity as well as development of
healthy generations, is a subject that the Govenhigiges priority to, and in the framework
of this point of view, it has been bound with pign that, at the works to be executed by all
the public institutions and agencies with the aifrpersonnel employment, the application
acceptance terms are to be determined in line tivétservice requirements and action will be
taken that will not allow for discrimination.

- The provision of the second clause of the art28& of the Constitution stating that

“Publication cannot be made in a language that been prohibited by law.” has been

removed from enforcement with the Law no. 4709310.2001.

In this respect, as per article 8 of the Law naZ 4a@f 03.08.2002 (3rd Compliance Package),
with the amendment made at the 1st clause of artdclof the Law no 3984 on “The

Establishment and Broadcasting Rights of the Radtid Televisions”, it has been made
possible to broadcast at different languages aateats used in the cultural life, in the

framework of individual rights and freedoms. ThegRlation issued in this subject to ensure
the enforcement of the mentioned Law provision Ib@sn published at the Official Journal
dated 25.01.2004 and put into force.

- With the Law no. 4771 of August 3rd, 2002 (3rdn@diance Package) that amends the Law
on Radio and Television Broadcasts, the provisioritioee broadcasts not being in the

character to encourage the use of violence or togie racist hatred feelings” has been
brought. Whereas with the Law no. 4928 of July 12003 (6th Compliance Package), by
stating that “Regional organization can be formeumnf the already existing staff, where

necessary, to watch the local broadcasts”, the unesigimed at ensuring the implementation
of the mentioned provision nation-wide and theillaient of the supervision duty have been

arranged.

- As being a social reality for modern societiadfural and religious pluralism is a political
principle within the theory and application of desraxy. The recognition of differences and
providing opportunity for their expression in thebfic life are among the indispensable
conditions of being a democratic society. In thianfework, with the Law no. 4771 of
03.08.2002 (3rd Compliance Package), amending lthes “on Foreign Language Education
and Training”, the obstruction for the issue ofrigag different languages and dialects that
the Turkish citizens traditionally use in their lgalife has been removed. The Regulation
related to implementation in line with the mentidrieaw has been published at the Official
Journal dated 05.12.2003 and put into force.

- In relation to the freedom of expression; thetseces were reduced with the amendment
made at article 159 of the Turkish Criminal Cod€(l) with the Law no. 4744 of 06.02.2002
(1st Compliance Package), moreover, with artioté Paw no. 4771 which has been enforced
by being published on the date of 09.08.2002, aselavas added to article 159 of TCC, a
provision was put forward stating that the writtemal or visual opinion expressions made
just for criticism purposes, without the deliberat¢ention to denigrate and ridicule the
organs or institutions listed at the first claus#l, not necessitate for punishment.

- Again, the sentence to be given to “the persqressly praising an act deemed as crime by
the law or saying that its looks good or who pra®khe community to not abide by the
laws” arranged at the 1st clause of article 31Z@€C has been reduced, whereas the offense



regarding “expressly provoking grudge and hostilityhe public by discrimination based on

class, race, religion, sect or region differencedmaged at the 2nd clause of article 2 of TCC
has been bound to the condition of “expressly pkowgthe public to each other for hostility

and grudge in a manner that can pose a threaé toutblic order”.

- Likewise, with a new clause added to Law no. 47h4 provision that the punishment at the
first clause will be applied to the person who hiates some part of the community in a
manner that will damage human dignity, has beereadd

- With the amendment made at article 107 of then®x@l Procedure Code, an obligation has
been brought to inform a relative of the arrested pre-determined person by this arrested,
“with the decision of judge” and “in a prompt manheoncerning every decision related to
arrest or the extension of arrest.

- With the amendment made at article 128 of then®yal Procedure Code, the period of
police custody has been shortened at the crimesndted collectively, the obligation has
been brought to inform immediately the relativeshef arrested person concerning the arrest
and the extension of the arrest period.

- With the amendment brought at the Law no. 282@olitical Parties with the Law no. 4748

of 26.03.2002 (2nd Compliance Package), amendnvegrts made at article 101 and 102 of
the Law on Political Parties and the closing of pétical parties were made harder, and with
the Law no. 4778 of 02.01.2003 (4th Compliance Bgek the closure punishment indicated
at article 102 has been completely removed andgtimshment was transformed into only
monetary sanction.

- With the amendment made with the 2nd Complianegv lat article 9 of the Law on
Meetings and Demonstration Marches, the age lilmdrganize a meeting an demonstration
march has been lowered from 21 to 18.

- With the arrangements made at articles 201/a284db supplemented to article 201 of TCC
related to the crimes to prevent the freedom obdamnd working, immigrant smuggling,
forced employment and organ trade has been deemedhze as parallel to the international
legislation and penal provisions were brought.

- With the amendment made with Law no. 4778 of 02003 (4th Compliance Package), a
clause was added to article 245 of TCC and theiteligs been bound with provision that the
penalty of alienating from government job and tlsafreedom-binding given at the mal-

treatment and torture crimes committed during thiéliment of the government job by the

judiciary and armed force members and the othefiguifficers cannot be transformed to

monetary punishment or one of the measures arahitat be postponed.

- In relation to the complaints towards the illegalts of the security forces; with the
amendment made at the Law no. 4483 on “Adjudicatib@ivil Servants and Other Public
Officers” with the Law no. 4778 of 02.01 2003 (4&Zbmpliance Package), the requirement to
take permission from the administrative authoriti@s been removed at the investigations
and inquiries to be opened against the bad interstnal treatments, neglect, etc. acts of public
officials against individuals arranged at 154/4uska of the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC)
and articles 243 (torture) and 245 (mal-treatmehtf CC. Therefore, the investigations for
the behaviors and acts of the armed forces ag#iesindicated law regulations will be



directly executed in the scope of juridical adjadiion, without passing from the permission
procedure sought at other crimes committed by thaipofficers.

- With a clause supplemented to the end of arfiobé the Funds Law no. 2762 with the Law
no. 4778, to ensure compliance with principle atpiition of discrimination regulated at the
European Convention on Human Rights and the protedf property rights secured with
Annex no. 1 Protocol, it has been enabled for thregregation funds to acquire immovable
properties and take every kind of precautions @ir iimmovable properties. The Regulation
on “Obtaining of Immovable Property by the Congtega Funds, These Immovable
Properties Under the Control of these Funds to égidRered to their Name” related to the
implementation of the mentioned Law has been phoétisat the Official Journal dated
24.01.2004 and put to force.

- With the arrangement made at article 445 of th@ €rocedure Code and the article 327 of
the Criminal Procedure Code with the Law no. 4%8323.01.2003 (5th Compliance

Package), it has been accepted as the reasorecfiogj of the adjudication of a finally given

verdict or a court decision which has been asaeligicompleting the legal procedure if it is
determined by the ECtHR that such verdict is inlation of the European Convention on
Human Rights and their annexed protocols.

- With the amendment made at article 9 of the Law [uties and Power of Police,
conformity has been obtained with the amendmentdena article 19 of the Constitution
concerning individual's freedom and security andicer 20 and 21 concerning the
confidentiality of the private life and the residiah immunity. Accordingly, in the cases
indicated at this article, at the searches to bdentgy the police, the condition of the written
order of the other authorized authority has beeudint where there is a drawback due to the
delay or the presence of a judge verdict decidembafrming to the procedures.

- The article 31 of the Press Law concerning the that the entrance to Turkey and
distribution may be prohibited for the works of prblished in foreign countries which are
found as objectionable by the decision of the Bazrdlinisters, which are in violation of
inseparable integrity of the State with its coundyd nation, its national sovereignty, the
presence of the Republic, national security, pubhder, general public order and overall
health, and Appendix 3 Article on sequesteringhaf published works have been annulled
with the arrangement made.

- With the aim of protecting the private life anainfily life freedoms of the citizens with
difference culture or customs, amendment was madéeaPopulation Law, it has been
provided for that the names of the children to beserved and only the names that are not
conforming to moral rules and hurting the publicinign not be placed; and with this
provision, it has been anticipated to prevent tin@tihg interpretations and applications
arising in this subject.

- With the amendment made at the Public Works Lawdi94 of 3.5.1985, it has been aimed
for the citizens with differing religion and belgefo utilize their freedom of worshipping in
the framework of the freedom of religion and coasck, the expressions of “mosque” at the
Law has been replaced with “places of worshippiagd certain arrangements have been
made concerning the places of worshipping.



- The Law on the Right of Obtaining Information, evbby the terms and procedures
regarding the individuals to utilize their rightsabtaining information in conformity with the
equality, impartiality and clearness principlesaoflemocratic and transparent management,
has been put into force on the date of 24.04.2004.

- Significant provisions were brought by making awh@ents at several articles of our
Constitution via Law no. 5166 enforced on the a@dt21.05.2004.

Accordingly;

. The provision of “Men and women have equal rightbe State shall have the
obligation to ensure that this equality exists ragtice” has been added to article 10 of the
Constitution;

. State Security Courts were annulled;
. Death penalty was annulled;
. With a clause added to article 90 of the Contstity it has been bound with provision

that “in the case of a conflict between internatioagreements in the area of fundamental
rights and freedoms duly put into effect and thedstic laws due to differences in provisions
on the same matter, the provisions of internatiagatements shall prevail”.

- The Turkish Criminal Code no. 5237 has been ambfity the Turkish Grand National
Assembly on the date of 26.09.2004 and publishethatOfficial Journal no. 25611 of
12.10.2004. Article 184 of the Law with the titlI€dusing Public Works Pollution” has been
put to force as of its date of publication. 1stusk of article 181 with the title “Deliberate
Pollution of the Environment” and 1st clause oicket 182 with the title “Pollution of the
Environment by Fault” have been put to force twargeafter the date of publication. The
other provisions were enforced on the date of Jshe?005.

The New Turkish Criminal Code is very different@snpare to the previous one in terms of
language and arrangement and moreover, it is Imgngbout new modern arrangement
conforming to the international norms on varioubjsats in terms of its content. At the 1st
article of the Law comprised totally of 348 artglat is stated that the purpose of the
Criminal Code is to protect the individual rightsdafreedoms, public order and security, the
jurisprudence state, public health and environmewoiietal peace and to prevent the
committing of crimes.

Among the important changes brought with the Law 3287 in relation to human rights,
besides the provisions present at several artideshe prevention of discrimination, the
following can be listed: arranging discriminatiom @crime in a separate article, giving place
to arrangements expanding the limits of the freeddrexpression, freedom of association
and other human rights and freedoms, the solidifyofi the issue by stating that unjust
provocation can only be realized by being subjetesh unjust act, placing serious sanctions
on forest trade, genocide, torture and tormengildet arrangement of sexual crimes, serious
steps taken on legal terms to ensure the protectidhe children from sexual exploiting,
violence and drugs, increasing the punishment dibeoy and snatching, important
arrangement being made related to the environmeffises arising from violations of the
public works legislation, arrangement of effectpanitence provision in the scope of struggle
with terrorist organizations.



Also at the new Law, arrangements have been madmgare the prevention of violence
against women. In this respect, for the preventidnhonor killing, punishments were
increased when the crime of deliberate homicideedormed on one of the ancestors or
successors or the spouse or siblings, likewise thghmotive of customs, have been accepted
as aggravating cause, moreover for the preventidheosuspects of these crimes to benefit
from unjust provocation, the arising of an unjusiocation has been bound to the condition
of the presence of an unjust act.

- Again at the new “Criminal Procedure Code” no752nforced on the date of June 1st,
2005, the police custody periods were shortenedtakidg into custody has been bound to
the obligation of this precaution in terms of inguand the presence of the indications that
the person has actually committed the crime.

At article 91 of the Criminal Procedure Code, tlndige custody duration has been arranged
in principle as 24 hours except the period for gemtb the nearest judge or court. Moreover,
with the new arrangement, the obligatory perioddending to the judge or court nearest to
the place of capture has been accepted as twelws Rbmost. At the collectively committed
crimes, due to the hardness in gathering evidendbeohigh number of the criminals, the
custody period of the Public Prosecutor has be¢aréed as three days, provided that it
does not exceed one day for each time. In the saamner, the custody duration at the
organized crimes indicated at (a) and (c) paragraghthe 1st clause of article 250 of the
Criminal Procedure Code and the crimes in the sobe) paragraph, has been determined
as 48 hours except the period of sending to theesepidge or court.

In addition, as per article 120 of the Constitutitie period determined as four days at the
third clause of article 91 regarding the persongybtiat the zones where extraordinary state
has been declared, can be extended up to sevemwdhyhe request of the Public Prosecutor
and the verdict of the judge. The judge hears ¢hglot person before making a verdict.

- The new Associations Law no. 5253 has been patforce on the date of 23.11.2004. With
the mentioned Law, the restrictions regarding thentlership of association and especially
the limitation regarding the previously convicteavl been removed, it has been permitted
for association foundership for the juveniles ae tage of 15 having the power of
distinguishing, the restrictions present at thevioes law on association membership,
likewise the special limitations regarding studassociations have been eliminated, positive
changes were brought regarding the internatiortalities of the foundations, the authorities
of especially the armed forces have been limitetiéssupervision of the associations, and the
limitations related to the obtaining of immovableperties have been abolished.

- The Law on the Establishment, Duties and Authesitof the First Instance Courts and
Regional Courts and Juridical Adjudication and tGesil Procedure Code have been
published at the Official Journal no. 25606 of @/2D04 and enforced on the date of
01.06.2005. At the Law on the Establishment, Duéied Authorities of the First Instance
Courts and Regional Courts and Juridical Adjudaratithe issue of the foundation of appeal
courts at juridical adjudication is being arranged.

- The reforms made in the field of human rightsénawat only been limited to the legal norms
in this field, but also important steps were takémlso the institutionalization level for better
protection and improvement of human rights, betteflection to implementation,



identification and elimination of the present defiwies, in summary for the better reflecting
of the gains in this field to the community. Inglifamework;

. Human Rights Provincial and District Board werernfied with the Regulation
published at the Official Journal no. 24218 of Nower 2nd, 2000 with the purpose of
protecting human rights, making the necessary tigaons and researches regarding the
violation claims, inform the results thereof thethamized institutions, inform the public
regarding the human right, ensure that the citemenapproached with tolerance and kindness
at the applications of the administration and &intthe implementers and public officials.

The Provincial and District Human Rights Boardvéhdeen restructured with the
Regulation published at the Official Journal no225 of November 23rd, 2003.

As per the provisions of this Regulation, 931 homights boards are working at 81
provinces and 850 districts. The public official iglged structure of the boards has been
eliminated and a new structure that is civil societeighted has been formed. Of the
Provincial and District Human Rights Boards comguli®f at least 16 members, only two
members are public officials, whereas the other bemare comprised of the representatives
of civil society organizations, occupational chamsband political parties. A “Human Rights
Information and Application Desk” has been formedier the structure of each board present
at the provincial and district centers all arounakey.

. With the Law no. 4643 of 12.04.2001 amendinglthe no. 3056 on the Organization
of the Prime Ministry, the most comprehensive agesments were made within the
governmental organization concerning institutiareion in the field of human rights. With
the quoted Law, “Presidency of Human Rights” wakl@shed as the main service unit
within the central organization of the Prime MinystWith the supplementary articles of the
same law, the formation of “Supreme Board of HunRaghts” and “Consulting Board of
Human Rights” was arranged and opportunity was igeal for the formation of
“Investigation Delegations for the Violation Clainm Human Rights” with the aim of
investigating the violation claims.

With the regulations published after the enforcehué Law no. 4643, the procedures
and terms for the establishment, duties and opesatof the Supreme Board of Human
Rights, the Consulting Board of Human Rights ane bhwvestigation Delegations for the
Violation Claims on Human Rights have been idesdifithe Human Rights Provincial and
District Boards were restructured in line with tla¢est legislative changes and they were
granted a structure that is mostly based on anedcaround the civil society. The National
Committee on Human Rights Education Decade wadaptamstanding status under the name
of National Committee on Human Rights Education.

. “Monitoring Boards of Enforcement Institutions dabetention Houses” have been
founded with the Law no. 4681 of 14.06.2001, to emesite, examine, get informed and
submit to the authorized and relevant authorities determination in the form of a report
regarding the management, operation and applicatioh the punishment execution
institutions and prisons, in the context of thenpiples determined at the effective legislation
and the international treaties to which our courgrg party to.

. Another development encountered in our countrgemdy in the scope of the
institutionalization studies in the field of humaghts was the establishment of a “Public



Inspection Institution” (Ombudsmanship) based om lthw no. 5548 of 28.09.2006 on the
Institution of Public Inspection published at théfi€al Journal no. 26318 of 13.10.2006,
with the aim of investigating, searching and givimgommendations to the administration
regarding the complaints of the real and judicrdltees on the operation of the administration
in the framework of the qualifications thereof sfied at the Constitution of the Turkish
Republic; regarding every kind of act and operatitsehaviors and attitudes of the
administration; in the framework of justice undarsting, in terms of their conformity to the
law, fairness and human rights.

However with the Decision no. E. 2006/140, K. 20336 of 27.10.2006 of the
Constitutional Court published at the Official Joalr no. 26333 of 01.11.2006, the
enforcement of the provisional 1st article arraggihe establishment of the Institution for
Public Inspection of the mentioned Law has beepenuged and as a result, the establishment
of the Institution for Public Inspection could nbe possible as of now. With the new
Constitutional studies, it is being tried to overmthe legal problems in this regard.

C. The priorities of the 60th Government in theldrief Human Rights and the Program for
Compliance with the Acquis Communitaire

As is known, the 60th Government is placing a greaportance and priority to the
preparations of EU membership. The Board of Mimssteas decided for the speeding up of
all the studies necessary in terms of complianct \Wuropean Union criteria and has
identified its priorities.

The Government has placed a series of implementabwards ensuring that the human
rights to be established in the community and aeneffective and fast operation of the
adjudication system directly related with the hunraghts within the 60th Government
Program and the Program of Turkey for Compliancth whe Acquis Communitaire (2007-
2013).

a) At the 60th Government Program, the determingsioé the government in widening
of the reforms regarding "Judicary and FundameRights" and the importance it places on
human rights can be clearly seen. It is statedesgly at the Government Program that;

. It will be acted with the approach of zero tolea in fighting against domestic
violence, customs and honor killing, a mobility k@ commenced to reach a permanent and
realistic solution to this problem,

. Tne Government’s approach towards the new coistit is that it will be in the form

of a societal contract regulating the relationsMeein the government-society-individual on
the basis of rights, freedom and responsibilitywiil be ensured that the Constitution fully
implements the democratic, secular and social guuience state principles, being the un-
changeable basic qualities of our Republic, proteetrights of the individual in the most
effective manner, the basic rights and freedomssaoeired at the principles and standards
brought by the “Universal Declaration of Human Rgjland ‘The European Convention on
Human Rights,” the principles indicated at the fin&gional treaties that our country is a party
to are implemented in terms of basic rights anddoens, especially full compliance will be
ensured with the Copenhagen Political Criterigghiall be ensured that the basic rights and
freedoms secured with Constitutional and legal rasse will be actually implemented and
strengthened as an established element of ourgabliulture.



. With the policy of “Zero Tolerance”, the humaghts violation such as torture, loss,
death under custody, unknown offender crimes, whiehunacceptable at democratic states
governed by the rule of law, will be followed witteat determination, just as it was until
today,

. The organization of the judicary which has beewsught to the agenda of the public
opinion for years with problems, inadequacies amdop revolts, has made significant
progress with the basic laws made compliant with Effective the effective utilization of
information communication technologies, modern ttause buildings rising with technical
equipment, and the punishment and execution itistitsl made compliant with the universal
standards; and that the studies on justice andcgugireform shall be continued with
determination in the future period,

. The "Protective Jurisprudence" application shallmore improved for the prevention
of the disputes before they arise, legal arrangémesil be made foreseeing alternative
solution routes, especially at the legal dispusesthat fast, simple, low-cost and effective
solution of the disputes can be ensured and thetleeowork load of the juridical organs,

. The studies in the way of strengthening the jiadliend administrative capacity will be
continued with the necessary legislation studieattain EU standards, it will be enabled for
the courts to benefit from electronic archivingiliies in a more effective manner and it will
be made more effective to access the necessammafion and documents and similar case
decisions, the information network established agnéime adjudication organs shall be
improved.

b) In the scope of the Program of Turkey for Comuptie with Acquis Communitaire
(2007- 2013), it is foreseen that a series of lagas to be enforced in the 2007-2008
legislative period regarding "Judicary and FundataeRights”. The main ones among these
legislations, also present in the scope of theR&#tform Package, are as follows:

. "Law on Amending the Law of Punishment and Executinstitutions and Prison
Arrangement Boards" with the aim of basing the ngen@ent, operation and implementation
reporting of the punishment execution institutiansl prisons on a more health foundation.

. "Law on Legal Aspects and Scope of InternatioBhlld Kidnapping” aimed at the

events of unjust kidnapping of the children by pleesons not having the right of guardianship
from one country to another and effective strugglagainst this issue at the international
platform and the development of an internationgaleooperation in regards to these events.

. "Law on Amending Various Laws with the Aim of Cpliance with the Basic
Criminal Codes" aimed at providing union of apation in terms of the acts and crimes
necessitating administrative sanction decisionrdfie enforcement of the Turkish Criminal
Code no. 5237 and the Offenses Law no. 5326, editicin of the indecisions arising from the
implementation of the laws that include punishmalvision, ensuring compliance with the
provisions of the basic punishment laws such asTilmkish Criminal Code, the Criminal
Procedure Code and the Offenses Law and ensurimgpl@nce of certain crime elements
with the Turkish Criminal Codes no. 5237 enforcediwe date of 01.06.2005.

. "Law on Amending the Law concerning Establishmamd Operation of the Court of
Jurisdictional Disputes and the Law of Judges amddeutors” with the aim of reflecting the



opinion of the relevant supreme courts (Court acggaéion Military, Council of State, Military
Court of Cassation and Military Supreme Administ&iCourt) to the combined boards of the
Court of Jurisdictional Disputes and to contribici¢he settlement of disputes.

. "Law on Amending the Law of Governmental Offigand the Labor Law" aimed at
creating a parenthood leave by sharing the ungeidel given by reason of delivery among
the mother and father.

. "Law on Amending the Law no. 4320 on Protectioh tbe Family” aimed at
expanding the definitions of the family member lgesnbjected to violence and the definition
of household, thereby better protection of the fgnelimination of the deficiencies arising
from implementation and the expending of the saafgae law.

. "Law of Foundations" aimed at ensuring that txnidations display activity in a more
effective, transparent and democratic environmedt rmaking an equal arrangement related
to the right of property.

. "Law on Amending the Law of Associations, TurkiShvil Law and the Law on the
Organization and Duties of the Ministry of Interddfairs” aimed at forming the legal basis
for the elimination of the arrangements at the Asgmns Law no. 5253 that are open to
interpretation, prevention of the possible legalgbems to arise, especially the disputes to
arise between the association and its membergstigd#eand efficient execution of the service
to be given to the associations, prevention of éRploitations and thereby increasing the
reliance on non-governmental organizations, andstased at ECHR decisions, as a
requirement of the active liability of the governmhan addition to its passive liability
concerning the freedom to organize, preventionhaf discretionary interventions of the
government and third parties so that the non-gowental organizations can work efficiently.

. "Audit Court Law" aimed at ensuring that the Au@iourt performs its duties in the
framework of the Law no. 5018.

. "Law on Amending the Law of the Court of Cassatiwith the aim of mitigating the
work load of the Court of Cassation by forming App€ourts.

. "Law of Turkish Judges and Prosecutors Union" ealmat meeting the common
requirements of the officers of judgeship and pros@mship occupations, ease their
occupational activities and ensure the developrogtitis occupation in conformity with the
general benefits.

D. The Institutional Structure in Turkey
Concerning Human Rights

Intensive studies towards the improvement of humngints in Turkey are being executed at
every level. Before all, TGNA Investigation Comra#étof Human Rights is a parliamentary
commission that monitors the developments in thlel fof human rights and strictly goes hard
on the human rights violations.

As an indication of the importance placed by th@udic governments on human rights, as
of 1991, a State Minister has been commissioned \lie duty of monitoring and



coordination of human rights. Due to the importantéhe subject, the Consulting Board of
Human Rights has been gathered in 1994 and thed®abtor Supreme Board of Human
Rights has been established in 1997.

The Coordinator Supreme Board of Human Rights éstednl under the structure of the
Prime Ministry, has shown intensive efforts in tkeay of preparing the legal and
administrative infrastructure necessary for fulélization of respect to human rights in
Turkey and not allowing the human rights violatiogeveral law drafts prepared by the
Supreme Board and adopted by the Governments waitteth before the Assembly. It has
been the main objective of the studies of the Supr&oard to formulate the legal and
administrative infrastructure necessary for futbbishment of respect to human rights.

With the aim of taking the necessary measures sarencontinuity concerning the protection
and improvement of human rights, the Presidencidwhan Rights was founded under the
structure of the Prime Ministry based on a Decreaidght forward on October 5th, 2000, then
after the cancellation of this decree, the Primaiddiry Presidency of Human Rights has been
granted a legal status with law no. 4643 publisaéiethe Official Journal no. 24380 of April
21st, 2001. After this, it has been ensured thatetkecution and coordination of the human
rights topics to be carried out with a permanemskency under the structure of the Prime
Ministry also with the support of the necessary na@isms.

The Presidency of Human Rights ensures the effeciordination of the subject of human
rights having very wide dimensions.

The Presidency of Human Rights founded under thetsire of the Prime Ministry with Law
no. 4643 has undertaken the following missions;

. Being continuously in contact with the institutg charged with subjects of human
rights and providing coordination,
. Monitor the implementation of the legislative pisions regarding human rights,

evaluate the monitoring results and ensuring thHa tisorganizations observed at
implementation and legislation are eliminated,

. Make the studies to bring the national legistatio conformity with the international
legislation and documents,

. Monitor, evaluate and coordinate human rightscatlan programs,

. Investigate, search and evaluate the applicatiegarding the violation claims of

human rights.

Moreover the Supreme Board of Human Rights (SBHRJ taken its place in the new
arrangement. In fact, it is among the duties ofSapreme Board to make studies related to
the administrative and legal arrangements regardmeg protection and improvement of
human rights. The duty to give recommendation dacssfor the Prime Ministry, Ministries
and other public institutions agencies have alsmbested in the Supreme Board.

SBHR is comprised under chairmanship of the Statadiér Responsible from the Human
Rights, with the participation of the undersecrietaor the authorized representatives thereof
of Prime Ministry, Ministry of Justice, Ministry ofnternal Affairs, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Ministry of National Education and the Nitry of Health. Consequently, since the
determination of the policies on human rights aldnty the related strategic decision will be
performed by the hand of this Board, it has a wenyortant place within the system.



Since the protection and improvement of the humights concern every sector of our
society, the Consulting Board of Human Rights hE® deen established with the new
arrangement made.

The Consulting Board is responsible from ensurimgmunication between the governmental
institutions and the non-governmental organizati@gsrding the human rights and act as the
consulting organ on the national and internatiGudljects covering human rights.

This Board is comprised of the representatives ftbe ministry, public institutions and
agencies and occupational institutions, the noreguwental institutions related to the human
rights, as well as the persons having publicateons studies in this field.

One of the important issues regarding the protectibhuman rights, is to ensure that the
claims of human right violations are investigatéfdaively. With the arrangement made, it is

possible to form committees bound to a State Maniti be charged by the Prime Minister, to
investigate and search the claims of human riglaigtions on site. At this committee to be

comprised of minimum five people, since both thpresentatives of public and related

occupational institutions will take place, it wille possible to obtain a result in the fastest
manner. Thus, this formation is a very importamowation in terms of prevention of the

violations.

Moreover, there are department of human rights umlde structure of the Ministries of
Justice, Internal Affairs, Foreign Affairs, LabarcaSocial Security, and Health.

Provincial and District Human Rights Boards haverb&unded at totally 931 points within
81 provinces and 850 districts, of which the meralsme comprised of non-governmental
organizations other than 2 members that is a pufficial, with the aim of evaluating the
human rights issues and speed up the solutionegbribblems if any. Thus, it will be possible
to address the human rights issue effectively atyelevel and increasing of the human rights
awareness with the works to be performed at tles sit the community.

E. Activities of the Presidency
of Human Rights

The Presidency of Human Rights, which undertakegomant responsibilities about the
corporate infrastructure of the reform processqraréd by our country in the field of human
rights, attempts to conduct its assignments prgpeyleffectively assessing the cooperation
of several national and international enterprisegg to its operations in an overrated field
such as human rights and by getting the advantagegpuneans of corporate capacity and
authorizations it has because of being a unit withe Prime Ministry.

The Presidency places a great importance to eduncatitivities owing to its basic aim of
establishing the consciousness of human rights lbnower the social sections and
administrative units. The Presidency cooperatesceifely and continuously with the Human
Rights Boards established in the 931 provincial @isttict centers, and the Presidency tries to
generalize the information and the awareness ohtimean rights on all over the Country by
means of education programs and projects thataareed out especially for these Boards.



As a reason of being within the Prime Ministry, alnis responsible for the coordination of
the public mechanism, another main assignment efRtesidency is to make the studies,
which are carried out for improving the human rgghit social sections, much effective by
getting these studies in a mean structure ande@atera ground for the cooperation of public
enterprises in order to let them to draw bene@itrfrthe facilities and studies of each other.
Within this scope, there has been obtained an itapbstage of growth by means of common
education and awareness-raising activities andséveral coordination meetings performed
by the Presidency, and thus tangible results haea bbtained upon bringing about solidarity
between public enterprises especially about theemahtsupply for the human rights.
Furthermore, as a result of sharing the informatielated to the studies about the human
rights, by all the enterprises and the organizatitinese studies became more productive and
also the content of the publicity activities espéigiupon the international public opinion has
been provided to be created seriously.

The Presidency performed important studies in aestablish a dialogue in between public
section and the civil society as this dialogue besn thought to be lacked. Especially there
has been cooperation with civil society organizagi@n the education activities and visits
have taken place to each other in order to obtdormation and material. The Presidency of
Human Rights will carry on making contributions ander to make this dialogue more

effective as it is the only unit that the civil ety organizations can communicate directly
about the human rights issues.

The Presidency is making important studies aborgstigating the claims of the human rights
violation and bringing these claims to a conclusionl stating statistical information about
the human rights complaint application, and thiesdize of the human rights matters and the
effects of these studies can be seen. The applisatoming from the 931 provincial and
district Boards of Human Rights all around the dop@are being transformed into statistical
data by means of complaint forms. The data comiog the violation complaint applications
and also the activity reports coming from the Hunkaghts Boards of the provincial and
district centers are being followed with respectthg press and the international public
opinion.

The way of application of the policy called “Zerml&rance to Torture” which is being
adopted and applied with determination by the Tirkovernment and the results of this
policy are followed and recorded by the Presidenitll care and attention. By means of the
Presidency’s call, authorized commissions are &shtedal within the provincial and district
Human Rights Boards which are charged to make monitis investigations about the jails
and to report them all and thus they got startesldrk.

An effective dialogue about the activities of theefddency has been established with the
international organizations such as EU at firstchand it has been specially endeavored that
the policy and the applications of our Country abthie human rights are being introduced
exactly to these organizations. And furthermoree tRresidency dwelled upon the
development of the corporate capacity and effentige by drawing benefit from EU funds
and thus tangible results have been obtained.

a) Education and Awareness-raising Activities
the Projects Carried out

1. The Project of “Support to the Implementation of



Human Rights Reforms in Turkey”

This project has been conducted with the finarmialperation of European Union, and it had
a budget of 4 million Euro, and it has been redlizetween the dates of 1st December 2006 -
30th November 2007. It has been aimed that with gnoject, which has been conducted
within the coordination of the Presidency of Hunfights and within the cooperation of
beneficiaries such as Ministry of Justice and Migisof Internal Affairs, the reforms
performed in the human rights field could be reftelcto the applications more effective.
Within the context of the project activities reldteo the Presidency of Human Rights; an
education program intended for 450 members of tlowipcial and district Human Rights
Boards has been organized as “training of trainestli several study visits to international
counter parts have been organized with the paaticip of the members of Boards and the
personnel of the Presidency; a human rights trgicourse has been given to the qualified
personnel in an international institute; an intéoral symposium has been organized about
the human rights, round-table conferences have begmized with the representatives of the
civil society; web sites have been designed for Rinesidency of Human Rights and the
Boards; a public relations strategy has been dpeedlaelated to the general mean of the
structure and the duties of the Presidency and@dasds and the execution of this strategy is
still keeping on.

In the related component of this Project aboutMiv@stry of Justice; the education programs
and work visits have been realized intended foallpt720 judges, prosecutors and justice
inspectors. In this context, it has been provided;

. To satisfy a comprehensive training intended2s0 judges and prosecutors about the
application of the new crime legislation compatibléh European Agreement on Human
Rights,

. To satisfy a comprehensive training intended2@® judges and prosecutors about the
procedure applications related to European Agreemeiruman Rights,

. To satisfy a training intended for 180 justiceprctors about the right to a fair trial
and judicial ethics,

. To prepare, publish and distribute the materg@scribing the principles and rules
about the right to a fair trial, peaceful meetinght of association and freedom of religion
and conscience related to the European Conventidfuman Rights (ECHR),

. To realize several foreign study visits to whigdally 90 judges, prosecutors and
justice inspectors are attending.

In the related component of this Project aboutMin@stry of Internal Affairs; training
seminars and study visits have been organizeddeterior totally 2471 personnel of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs including governors,egduty governors, sub-governors, police
chiefs and gendarmerie. In this context, it has\h@evided:;

. To organize 30 seminars intended for approxiga000 personnel including
governors, deputy governors, sub-governors, palvefs and gendarmerie about the subjects
related to the protection of the rights of peacefhdeting and association and related to
conduction of the inspection of law-enforcementoeifs and the prevention of terrorism acts
compatibly with human rights.

. To organize seminars called “training of the ries” intended for 250 deputy
governors and sub-governors related to the ingpedaif the jails in accordance with the
human rights standards adopted by EU,

. To organize 5 study visits intended for totalf/llassistant governors, sub-governors
and top-level police chiefs and gendarmerie. Tivesits are aimed to observe the experience



and the applications of English Police Departmdtud the standards and the procedures of
the probation units related to the right of theqa#al meeting and the torture,

. To organize 4 work visits intended for totally &bvernors of province, deputy
governors, sub-governors and top-level police shéefd soldiers. These visits are aimed to
observe the experience and the practices of Frientibe Department about the standards and
the procedures of the legal interrogation, the atiob length and conditions related to the
conduction of the prevention of terrorism act ie@dance with the human rights standards.

2. Strengthening the capacities of the provinciadl dhe district Human Rights Boards:
Training Project intended for the officers in chagith the application and information desks
Within the context of the project, which has beenducted with the financial support of the
European Commission, totally 632 officers offictht provincial and district Human Rights
Boards have been trained by the qualified expertsacademics through the local meetings
organized in 17 cities between the years 2005-20@6training was about the basic subjects
related to the human rights and the communicatssuds with the victim applicants of
violation.

3. The project for improving, publishing and distriing the “human Rights” manual intended
for provincial and district Human Rights Boards

The project, which has aimed the preparation olumdn rights manual featured as guide
book for the members of the Boards intended forawing the effectiveness of these Boards,
has been realized within the cooperation of Britidbuncil and the said manual has been
published in the quantity of 18.500 and distributethe concerned people and organizations.

4. The Project for the accused rights

Within the context of the project, which has aimedimprove the knowledge and the
awareness of the members of the provincial andictigiuman Rights Boards, the public

officers, the representatives of the civil sociehd the public opinion about the rights of the
suspicious and accused people in accordance wetheélv criminal law and the universal

standards;

. A well-attended seminar has been organized inafank

. 280.000 brochures have been published in orddyetalistributed to the public by

means of the provincial and district Boards,

. 1862 pcs of the book called “Criminal Law and thalice” have been distributed to

the provincial and district Human Rights Boards,

. 2500 pcs of the book called “The Rights of thes@cous and Accused People”,

which has been prepared by the Presidency andctedjéo the regulations in accordance
with the new criminal law, has been published aistriduted to the Boards and to the other
related organizations.

5. The Project for the study visits

The project, which has been financed by the EU dumdthin the general pack of
administrative cooperation, is predicting exchanféenformation through the contacts with
the several human rights institutions in Europethii this context, there has been several
study visits realized to the human rights instgos in Austria, France and Spain.

6. The Project for improving a standard traininggyam intended for provincial and district
Human Rights Boards



The Project, which has aimed to create a standaiirig model used for the training of the
members of the Boards, has been realized withinctieperation of Friedrich Naumann
Foundation.

7. The TV Program broadcasted on the TV channel Ga&lfed “Terazinin Kefesi” (Pan of
Balance)

The TV program called “Terazinin Kefesi” has beeo-ptoduced collectively by the
Presidency of Human Rights and Directorate GenafrdIRT in accordance with a signed
protocol and it was subjected to the several hungins issues with the participation of
gualified speakers. This program has been broasitast the TV channel GAP as 13 series
between February and June of 2006.

8. The TV Program planned to be broadcasted on Ti¥e channel GAP is called
“Disaridakiler” (Outsiders)

This documentary film, which is still in preparatgorocess, will be co-produced with the
cooperation of the Presidency and TRT, and it ésligted to approach especially the subject
of discrimination in several points of views.

The documentary is planned to be broadcasted oh\ttehannel GAP.

9. The Project for raising awareness about the hiuRights and Democratic Principles
Within the context of the project called “raisingvareness about the Human Rights and
Democratic Principles”, which has been organizedtlyp by European Commission,
European Council and the Presidency of Human Rigitise Prime Ministry;

. 10 reigional seminars have been organized relatede training of 400 members of
media and civil society organizations.
. 7 reigional seminars have been organized fortthieing of public officers and 300

deputy governors and sub-governors have been ipatid in this training.

. Study visits have been organized to StrasboudgGopenhagen by participation of the
members of the Human Rights Boards and the repiasess of Civil Society organization

into two separate groups with 15 people each.

. 200.000 pcs of brochures and 500.000 pcs of modtave been published and
distributed to the all provincial and district Humaights Boards and Civil Society
Enterprises.

b) Relations with the Civil Society Organizations

The Human Rights Presidency is aware of the spewgipbrtance of the dialogues and
cooperation established with the civil society tetiato its own assignments. The Presidency,
which emphasizes the contribution and support efdivil society on all the activities and
projects performed by it, is the preferential pabkspondent of the civil society enterprises
related to the human rights issues. Another cagedting the importance attached to this
issue is the importance attached to the dialoguek cwoperation with the civil society
enterprises within the context of “The Project afpfort to the Implementation of Human
Rights Reforms in Turkey”. Also in the administaatiof this project, which is foreseeing
serious activities and campaigns intended for imipigp the dialogues between public and
civil society, the representatives of the civil isbg and academics are being charged together.

Furthermore, the Presidency is also conductingudyson a new Prime Ministry Circular,
which is including the subjects that the civil sdgi enterprises that display activities in
human rights field should draw benefit in propensse from the reforms realized in



accordance with the principles of the pluralistiodaparticipatory democracy and the
development of the associations between the Humght®RBoards and the civil society
organizations.

c) The Inspection of the Jails and the Police &ati

There are permanent commissions within the cotistitwf the provincial and district Human
Rights Boards undertaken by the Presidency codrdman order to follow and inspect the
places, where the sensitive groups exist, in aecae with the human rights standards. The
civil and qualified members of Boards, who are aagfrom the Bar Council Association and
the Chamber of Physicians as representatives, eng lcharged in these commissions. The
commissions are evaluating the places, where tmeyveiting, in accordance with the
necessary standards about protecting the righgerathe physical conditions, the applications
of the personnel and the officers and their consclevel related to the human rights and they
are reporting these inspections. These reguladpared reports are being sent to the related
enterprises and to the Presidency and they arey lminounced to the public opinion by
means of media. It is provided to take precautibgsthe related enterprises about the
imperfections and the violations ascertained dfterinspections. As a matter of coordination
of the imperfections and the nonstandard conditmingspecially the physical conditions of
the places where visited including jails in frotitese inspections made by the Boards have
serious advantages.

The Presidency is conducting a study on a new PNhméstry Circular which is including
subjects about the application of the principldethfZero Tolerance to Torture” without any
concession, the investigation of the claims reldatedhe torture and mal-treatment and the
implementation of the necessary procedures fogtiigy officers immediately.

d) The Structuring In the Field of Human Rights

The studies, which are foreseeing the restructwirfe Presidency of Human Rights of the
Prime Ministry in accordance with the Paris Pritesp have been taken into the extent of the
reforms related to the Prime Ministry organization.

After the law, which is foreseeing the establishtmginthe Public Inspectorship Office, has

been adopted by Turkish Grand National Assemblis liw case has been taken to the
Constitutional Court by the President of the Tunkigepublic for annulment of the law. And

thus the effect of this law is being suspendedieyGontitutional Court.

e) Investigation on the Violation Claims of the HamRights, and the Obtained Statistical
Data

The most important activity of the Presidency ofntun Rights is to prepare human rights
statistics monthly and to announce them to theipuginion since 2004. The numerical data
related to the human rights violation claims, whitdve been started to be announced to the
public opinion since 2004 in accordance with thensgparency principle on conducting the
public utilities, are as follows: claims to the pfovincial Human Rights Boards and 850
district Human Rights Boards. These data are dobytthe claims.

The announced numbers are being obtained by médhslvidual Complaints Form for the

Human Rights Violation Claims”, which is improvea order to obtain numerical data. This
application form, which can be obtained from 93Intdm Rights Application and Information
Desks constituted country wide, also exists on Wb sites of the governorship offices,



district offices and the Prime Ministry in frontufhermore, this human rights form is also
put in the system of Prime Ministry Communicatioan@r. And thus it has been provided
that all our citizens can call Alo 150 in order dommunicate their complaints about the
human rights from all over our Country.

On the other hand, all these forms filled by thegbe who are claiming about the human
rights violation, are being sent to the Human RigPtesidency on the end of the each month,
and after the said forms are being analyzed byetienical support of the Turkish Statistical
Institute (TSI), the information on these forms beéng presented to the public opinion as per
numerical data.

The main function of these numerical data is ttedt@w the reforms performed in the human
rights field are being reflected to the applicatisrnat sort of subjects are having problems
during the application and what sort of progressinled on which fields. Once the provincial

and sub-provincial Human Rights Boards get moregeized and trusted by our citizens, the
applications to these boards are also increadirpds not mean that there is no violation on
such cities from where no application is being nes@d The numbers of the applications as
per the cities are stating the capacity of recghapplications of those cities, in other words,
this result is stating that how deeply our citizeare being informed about the way of

applying.

Once the numerical data taken since 2004 are beiwigwed, it seems possible to reach to
some results and thus to take precautions.

1) General Survey to the applications of violation

claims as per years

The top three violation claims obtained through @pelications within the year 2004 are as
follows;

1. Prohibition of torture and mal-treatment (158),
2. The right to a fair trial (131),
3. The right to personal freedom and security (121)

The top three violation claims obtained through @pelications within the year 2005 are as
follows;

1. The right to health and patient rights (211)
2. The right to proprietary (208)
3. Freedom of work and contract (203).

The top three violation claims obtained through apglications within the yest 2006 are as
follows;

1. The right to health and patient rights (261)
2. The right to property (203)
3. The right to a fair trial (146).

The top three violation claims obtained through tgplications within the year 2007
(including the first 6 months) are as follows;



1. The right to health and patient rights (115)
2. The right to property (84),
3. Violation of the Prohibition of mal-treatmen®©)7

The torture claims and the mal-treatment claimsehasen started to be evaluated separately
since 2005 in order to obtain numerical data. wilerence to the separate classification of

the claim numbers related to the torture and neatinent in the year 2007, it has been

observed that mal-treatment claims with numbergQohave taken third place and the torture

claims stayed at thirteenth place with numbers7of 1

Within the terms of 42 months between January, 20@4June, 2007, 4516 applications have

been received by the Presidency and Boards as/gérright violation claims.

2) There has been a significant decrease at timaxlat torture and mal-treatment:

The torture and mal-treatment claiming taking tist fplace in 2004 with 158 applications
has shown a decline in 2005. According to 2005 ydata where the torture and mal-
treatment claims are displayed separately, thetreatment claims are at the 9th place and
the torture claims are at the 17th place.

According to the data obtained within the year 2006en the torture and mal-treatment
claims are considered separately, the mal-treateiaimhs are at the 9th place and the torture
claims are at the 17th place.

When the data obtained in 2006 are compared witd#ta of 2005, it has been seen that the
claims of violating the torture prohibition havééa the 17th place in 2006 by decreasing to
25 applications and the mal-treatment violationnetahave taken the 9th place by falling to
112 applications.

According to the 2006-year data, the claims of aioh of health and patient rights have
taken the first place with 261 applications. At #eeond place, there is the claims of violation
of the right to property with 203 applications, ahé claims of violation of the right to a fair
trial is at the third place with 146 applications.

When the data obtained in 2007 are compared witd#ta of 2006, it has been seen that the
claims of violating the torture prohibition havékéa the 13th place in 2007 by decreasing to
17 applications and the mal-treatment violationnetahave taken the 3rd place by falling to
79 applications.

According to the 2007-year data, the claims of aioh of health and patient rights have
taken the first place with 115 applications. At #ezond place, as in 2006, there is the claims
of violation of the right to property with 84 apgditions, and the claims of violation of mal-
treatment prohibition is at the third place withag®lications.

It is considered that the policy of “zero toleranavards torture” implemented by the
political command has played the most importaneé riol the fact that, although the total
number of applications in 2005 has increased b$6a@s compared to 2004, the complaints
regarding the Prohibition of Torture and mal-treattnhave remained at the same level; its



share decreasing to 7.43 % in 2005 as compardd share in the general distribution being
9.64 % in 2004; and the dropping of the claims iofation of mal-treatment prohibition in
2006 to the 11th place with 47 % decrease fronv#éhee of 67 in 2005 to the value of 36 and
the dropping of the claims of violation of tortyrehibition down to the 18th place with 63 %
decrease from the value of 27 in 2005 to the vaftid0 in 2006. In the year 2007, a
significant change has not been observed in regardthe increase in the number of
applications.

Another point worthwhile to mention here is thdte tapplications of “Torture Prohibition”
generally mentioned together with the “mal-treatthane much lower in reality. Among the
data related to the Prohibition of mal-treatmeins seen that there are events in the character
of insult, scolding, indifference and detain expagded by the citizens with the public officials
such as doctors, nurses and security forces.

3) The Institutions Complained About with the ClanfiViolation of Human Rights

The complaints mentioned at the violation claim lejapions indicated here are in the
character of claim and their accuracy is being stigated by the related institutions.
However, these figures give a general idea as tovioich institutions the complaints are
intensified.

Municipality: The Municipalities taking the 4th gla with 8 % rate and 68 applications in
2004; have risen to the first place with 12.13 % rand 167 applications according to the
data of 2005. As of the first 9 months of 2006, teenplaints related to the Municipalities

take the 3rd place with 107 applications. The migjoof the complaints regarding the

Municipalities are related to the violations of peoty rights arising out of expropriation

operations of the municipalities, public works amdorkplace license operations,

environmental pollution and deficiencies of infrasture, personnel rights of the

municipality personnel and the violations of “fread of working and contract” arising from

the personnel policies. The high quantity of thenMipalities and them being the institutions
that are most in contact with the community is urmtedly another factor forming the basis
of these data.

Security Forces: Among the institutions complairdxbut, the Security Department was at
the first place in 2004 with 132 applications, heereit has declined to the 2nd place in 2005
with almost no change in the number of applicati¢h34), 6th place in 2006 with 63

applications and took the second place in 200¥% tbserved that most of the complaints
concerning the Security Department (police) arateel with the violation claims of the

prohibition of torture and mal-treatment, rightindividual freedom and security, right of fair

trial, right of petition, security of private lifend residence immunity.

Although a decrease has been observed on the ctdimsl-treatment at the police station,
the claims of mal-treatment and torture outside gbkce station, at unknown locations, is
becoming significant.

On the other hand, it has been determined thatestquere received from several security
officers regarding the fact that their work times &0 long and their working conditions are
not appropriate, and in regards to improvementmantial and personnel rights.



Judiciary (Court House): The Court Houses takireggzhd place in 2004 with 85 applications,
has dropped to the 6th place in 2005 with 119 apptins. The complaints regarding the
Court Houses have took the 5th place with 78 appbaos.

Health Institutions: The Health Institutions takitige 5th place in 2004, have risen to the 3rd
place in 2005 and took the 2nd place in 2006 with applications. According to the data of
the years 2005, 2006 and 2007, the complaints datkia first place concerning the Health
and Patient Rights are stemming from issues suchdi$erence, bad treatment conditions,
intense queues, hygiene problems, wrong treatmants technical incapabilities. It is
considered that putting the SSK and State Govertsmequally to the service of all the
citizens has been effective in the increase ofethigses of complaints. With the commenced
application, in case the human rights boards aedlétisions to be taken by these boards are
seriously implemented by the relevant health insths, it is estimated these types of
complaints will get lower. Joint studies are besuggested for the inspection and visits by
Human rights Boards and Patient Rights Boards \titally important that the reports to be
written as a result of the unexpected inspectiob\wasits to be made by the commissions to
be formed by the Human Rights Boards be taken dgidby the ministry of Health and
Patient Rights Boards.

Governorships: According to the data of 2006, tbeegnorships take the first place among
the institutions complained about with 111 applmad.

According to the 2007 data, the first place washefHealth Institutions, just as it was in the
previous years, with 99 applications, whereas @Bty Department and the Governorships
shared the 2nd and the 3rd place, respectively.tdlhles related to the Institutions being the
subject of complaints is as follows according te years.

When it is looked at the applications regarding thstitutions since 2004 vyear, the
Municipalities take the 1st place with 496 applmas$, adjudication is at the 2nd place with
464 applications and the complaints concerningMirestry’s central units is at the 3rd place
with 410 applications. It is noteworthy to pointtdabat the complaints concerning the Health
Institutions take the 4th place with 403 applicasio

4) The Provinces Where Complaints Lodged

According to the data of 2005, the Province Infibtus receiving the most applications for
violation claim are in order, Konya, Ankaristanbul, Denizli, Kirikkale, Amasya, Samsun,
Kilis, Sivas, Karaman, Giresun and Adana. In thary&9006, this order was realized as Konya,
Izmir, Malatya, Ankara, Kirikkale, Bolu, Erzurum, M, Sanhurfa, Trabzon, Corum, Hatay
andistanbul. In the first six months of 2007, this erdes realized as Denizli, Bartiizmir,
Istanbul, Mg@la, Ankara, MalatyaSanliurfa, Bolu, Kigehir, Rize, Bingol, Samsun, Erzincan,
Mus, Trabzon, Erzurum, Hatay, Adana, Mersin, Artvirda®akarya. The ordering of the
provinces receiving complaint applications up unblw from the year 2004 is as follows:
Istanbul, izmir, Konya, Ankara, Kirikkale, Malatya, Denizli,a®sun, Adana, Bartin,
Sanliurfa, Mersin, Bolu, Antalya, Erzurum, Trabz@iresun, Diyarbakir, Sivas and Hatay.

When these data are evaluated by considering thelgdtmn structure of the provinces, it is
seen that the most successful ones on receivingcappns for violation claims are

Provincial Human Rights Boards of Kirikkale. It siw be emphasized here that, the high
number of applications in a province does not ntkabhhuman rights violations are intensely
experienced in that province. The highness of thentjty of applications should be evaluated



as the indication that the Boards at the provimgth their successful works, have become a
door of hope in the eyes of the public for the 8otu of their problems. However, this
situation should be interpreted as that the redatibetween the community and the public
officials at those regions have become based artaic level of trust and transparency and
that the awareness of the public in adopting hunwgrts is relatively high. The lack of any
applications received should not be interpretedhase being no violation in that province,
instead it should be understood that this may atdidhat the Boards are experiencing
deficiencies of recognition and reliance beforeditigens.

5) Civil visit commissions with the aim of inspearti

A Commission is being established under the straotd the Provincial and District Boards
with the instruction of the Presidency of Human R investigations are being made at the
security and gendarmerie prisons at their provinaed they are preparing reports on whether
the physical conditions of the prisons and the iappbns of the authorized personnel are
conforming to the human rights standards or noe Bbards not only perform these studies
for the prisons, but also for the children nursergudent dormitories, elderly care centers,
etc. places which bear a sensitivity in terms ainbno rights applications. In fact, after the
events at Malatya children nursery, it has beenesigd by the Presidency of Human Rights
for a commission to be established at the struobéirde Boards, this commission to visit
these types of sensitive location with or withauforming, and send the reports prepared by
them to the Presidency of Human Rights. It is abm®d that the number of applications
made to the Boards will increase as they elevate thvel of recognition via the activities
they shall perform at these types of sensitive &ven

6) Overall assessment:

The numerical data related to the human right&tian claims made to 81 provincial Human
Rights Boards and 850 district Human Rights Bo&wlse been started to be announced to the
public opinion since 2004 in accordance with thensgparency principle on conducting the
public utilities. These applications are in thenfoof a claim and it is up to the related
institutions to search the accuracy of these clainhese data give a general idea regarding
the character and dimension of the human rightslenas in our country.

According to the 2005 Turkey Progress Report pegbéy EU in 2005, the Boards had been
evaluated to be insufficient in terms of “recogmitiand reliability” due to the fact that they
receive a low number of applications. As of toddéng Boards are receiving more and more
applications as a result of the activities theyehperformed in the recent times, both in terms
of quantity and variety, and the positive developmabserved at public relations. In fact,
while the total number of applications receivedtiy Boards was 847 in 2004, this number
reached a value of 1377 in 2005 with almost aremee of 62 %. The number of applications
received in 2006 was 1590, whereas this figure Wk in the first six months of the year
2007. The Regional Education Seminars organized tier Board officers and non-
governmental organizations, by the Presidency ah&tuRights at 32 provinces between the
years 2003-2006 aimed at strengthening the furalitynof the Boards, is estimated to
increase this number within time.

The high increase observed at the total numbepplications definitely does not point out
the increase in the number of human rights viotetion Turkey, instead, as a result of the
promotion and awareness studies performed by tesid&ncy of Human Rights and the



Boards, it is relied upon the increase in the rattamn and trustworthiness rates of these
institutions before the community. The Boards assleat the mentioned increase will go on
until human rights become institutionalized andrgeted within the system.

63 % of the application holders are men and 99.8f%hem are Turkish citizens. At the

applications made with the claim of violation ofhts, 96 % of the violation was from the

urban area (province and city center), whereas w&% from the rural area (villages and
towns). When it is looked at the distribution o&thpplications according to the places of
settlement where the violation was made; healthgateknt right takes the first place at the
violation claims filed at the urban area, and iki$ollowed by the freedom of working and

contract. At the claims of violations at the ruaaéa the property right takes the first place
with 32.4 % and this is followed by the individdededom and security with 10.2 %.

At 2005 year Turkey Progress Report of EU, it iated that “A serious part of the
applications or violations of right received by tReime Ministry Provincial and District
Human Rights Boards between the dates of Octob@# 20March 2005 is comprised by
torture and mal-treatment claims”.

According to the 2005, 2006 and 2007 data, the taimip regarding the property rights at
the second place are focused on the issues suditleasleed and cadastre problems,
expropriation prices and the disputes arising durineir payment. As an example, the
following can be listed: especially in the SouttsE#he claims related to the problems arising
from the fact that some villages are under the @ntypof landlords, complaints regarding the
highness or the unjustness of the monetary fingdiesp in traffic, and the complaints
regarding the fact that equal pay to equal jobgyoie has been violated due to the fact that
the contracted personnel or syndicate personregrgdin public agencies are receiving higher
wages.

Among the complaints regarding the freedom of warkd contract at the third place
according to the 2005 and 2006 data, the dismadal of especially the municipalities and
private companies, their assignment operationete posts and the heavy work load are the
ones most emphasized. As examples to these thevfo§ can be shown: troubles of the
police and guardsmen regarding their work timesl @@ applications of the persons who
were not employed although they have won the KP&®newith the justification that they
have not served their military service.

The complaints regarding the violation of Discriation Prohibition taking the 6th place in
2004, 5th place in 2005, 4th place in 2006 and pldlce in 2007, are not related with the
claims that discrimination has been applied agamshan due to race, color, language,
religion or political opinion difference as it isgsent in the literature (at the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, at the European Coteenon Basic Rights and 1982
Constitution). These complaints are mostly relatedthe claims regarding influence,
favoritism or price unjustness cases observedeadpleration of mostly the public services.

It is considered that, the complaints of violatioihTorture and Mal-treatment Prohibition,

Right to Fair Trial, Right to Individual Freedom caisecurity taking the first three places
according to 2004 year the right work data, besygaced by with the Right to Property, etc.
issues and the amount of the complaints regardieddpics such as Freedom of Expression,
Freedom of Association, Right of Meeting and Dentiat®n Marches, etc. remaining at a
limited number, are the illustrations displaying thaining by Turkey of a more transparent,



democratic administrative style opening the wathefreedoms. These data display that, just
as in the modern democracies having an establipbétical and legal regime, based on
sound traditions, the complaints of the individuats Turkey have shifted towards the
increasing of their life qualities rather than poél freedoms.

According to the 2005 year data, the institutionsstlty being subject of complaints have
been, in order, Municipality, Security and Healtistltution. This order was changed in 2006
as Governorship, Health Institution and MunicipaldVhereas this order has been realized as
Health Institution, Security and Governorship.

The Security Department was at the first placed842with 132 applications, 2nd place in
2005 with 134 applications, 6th place in 2006 wittD applications and took the second /
third place in 2007 with 80 applications. It is ebsd that most of the complaints concerning
the Security Department are related with the viokatlaims of the prohibition of torture and
mal-treatment, right of individual freedom and s@&gu right of fair trial, right to petition,
right to privacy. An issue that should be notedehisrthat, the governorship and ministry
categories, taking place at the application forntduides various institutions and application
units due to the hardness of expressing all thdipuepartment on a single form. For
example, the complaint related to an operation leg Provincial National Education
directorate is recorded as “governorship”. Agaim tomplaints regarding any institution
associated with the ministry takes place undecétegory of “ministry”.

When it is taken into account that the quantity afféctiveness of the non-governmental
organizations displaying activity in the field ofifnan rights in our country is not yet at the
desired level, the significance of the duty fallimg the Sub-Governor and Governors acting
as the Board Chairmen can be understood bettelaveheorking to ensure that the Provincial
and District Human Rights Boards attain the tardjetéficiency level. The interest of the
public and the contributions of the non-governmleotganizations to these new agencies are
increasing with the efforts of the Board Chairmenovware aware of the duty falling upon
them. However, the Board chairmen need to benediximally from this new and hope-
giving platform in terms of the dialogue betweer thovernmental institutions and the
citizens.

Another issue to be indicated is that, as per tbguRition arranging the working procedures
of the Boards, it is a sufficient assurance in tewhthe civil feature of the Boards and the
reliability of their decisions, that the Propertydrinistrative Chief Governor, Deputy
Governor and Sub-Governors acting as the Boardrrokai having equal right of vote as
compared to the votes of other members in the idectaking at the boards and them having
no right to veto. Since at these boards comprigetbgersons on the average, there are at
most two public officials including the Chairmanewertheless, it is believed that certain
negative events and inadequacies experiencedarensng from the fact that the Boards are
new structures in the phase of formation and thase problems will be eliminated in time
depending on the intensity and character to beegdny the studies.

One of the most important conditions required fug success of the Provincial and District
Human Rights Boards is undoubtedly, the governprsiikaimakam’s office acting as the
host of the Board, should not apply pressure oBtheded members while performing the duty
of chairmen of the Board and adopt the role of fteabor” instead of “judge” on the decisions
to be taken by the board members. As much as pipioach can be adopted, the Boards shall



act as the mediator at the identification and etéint of the problems that have been or can
be experienced between the individual and the gowent.

PART Il : APPENDICES
A. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity andthe equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation eéffom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human righte hesulted in barbarous acts which have
outraged the conscience of mankind, and the adweatworld in which human beings shall
enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom figemn and want has been proclaimed as
the highest aspiration of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be cofedefo have recourse, as a last resort, to
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that hunghts should be protected by the rule of
law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the developmieiniendly relations between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations havehén Gharter reaffirmed their faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and wasththe human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and have determined to gt®nsocial progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged themselvesitvacin co-operation with the United
Nations, the promotion of universal respect for amsservance of human rights and
fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these rightdraadoms is of the greatest importance
for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY proclaims THISUNIVERSAL
DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard athievement for all
peoples and all nations, to the end that everyiddal and every organ of society, keeping
this Declaration constantly in mind, shall striwetbaching and education to promote respect
for these rights and freedoms and by progressivasuores, national and international, to
secure their universal and effective recognitiod abservance, both among the peoples of
Member States themselves and among the peoplegitdries under their jurisdiction.

Article 1.
All human beings are born free and equal in digaitd rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards one anatlaespirit of brotherhood.

Article 2.
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoses$ forth in this Declaration, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, color, darguage, religion, political or other opinion,



national or social origin, property, birth or otrsatus. Furthermore, no distinction shall be
made on the basis of the political, jurisdictiomal international status of the country or
territory to which a person belongs, whether itilm#gependent, trust, non-self-governing or
under any other limitation of sovereignty.

Article 3.

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and seguoit person.

Article 4.

No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; shawend the slave trade shall be prohibited in
all their forms.

Article 5.
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruehuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

Article 6.
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhera psrson before the law.

Article 7.

All are equal before the law and are entitled withany discrimination to equal protection of
the law. All are entitled to equal protection agaiany discrimination in violation of this
Declaration and against any incitement to suchridmcation.

Article 8.
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy l®y ¢cbmpetent national tribunals for acts
violating the fundamental rights granted him by tbestitution or by law.

Article 9.
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest,rdiete or exile.

Article 10.

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair apdiblic hearing by an independent and
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his htg and obligations and of any criminal
charge against him.

Article 11.

Everyone charged with a penal offence has the tmibe presumed innocent until proved
guilty according to law in a public trial at whid¢te has had all the guarantees necessary for
his defense. No one shall be held guilty of anyapesffence on account of any act or
omission which did not constitute a penal offenagger national or international law, at the
time when it was committed. Nor shall a heaviergtgnbe imposed than the one that was
applicable at the time the penal offence was cotenthit

Article 12.

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interferemgeh his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honor epatation. Everyone has the right to the
protection of the law against such interferencattacks.

Article 13.



Everyone has the right to freedom of movement asidence within the borders of each
state. Everyone has the right to leave any coumgluding his own, and to return to his
country.

Article 14.

Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy inratbentries asylum from persecution. This
right may not be invoked in the case of prosecstiganuinely arising from non-political
crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes aittiptes of the United Nations.

Article 15.

Everyone has the right to a nationality. No ondldi@arbitrarily deprived of his nationality
nor denied the right to change his nationality.

Article 16.

Men and women of full age, without any limitationedto race, nationality or religion, have
the right to marry and to found a family. They amitled to equal rights as to marriage,
during marriage and at its dissolution.

Marriage shall be entered into only with the fred &ll consent of the intending spouses.
The family is the natural and fundamental group ahsociety and is entitled to protection by
society and the State.

Article 17.
Everyone has the right to own property alone ad aslin association with others. No one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Article 18.

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, cemee and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion or belief, and fogad either alone or in community with
others and in public or private, to manifest higgren or belief in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.

Article 19.

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion angression; this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interference and to seekerse and impart information and ideas
through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20.
Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful abbemnd association. No one may be
compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21.

Everyone has the right to take part in the govemtro€his country, directly or through freely
chosen representatives.

Everyone has the right of equal access to pubhideein his country.

The will of the people shall be the basis of théharity of government; this will shall be
expressed in periodic and genuine elections whinctl §e by universal and equal suffrage
and shall be held by secret vote or by equivaler® ¥oting procedures.

Article 22.
Everyone, as a member of society, has the righbttal security and is entitled to realization,
through national effort and international co-operaiand in accordance with the organization



and resources of each State, of the economic,|smwiacultural rights indispensable for his
dignity and the free development of his personality

Article 23.

Everyone has the right to work, to free choicerapbyment, to just and favorable conditions
of work and to protection against unemployment.

Everyone, without any discrimination, has the righéqual pay for equal work.

Everyone who works has the right to just and fall@raemuneration ensuring for himself and
his family an existence worthy of human dignitydasupplemented, if necessary, by other
means of social protection.

Everyone has the right to form and to join trad®ns for the protection of his interests.

Article 24.
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, indgdieasonable limitation of working hours
and periodic holidays with pay.

Article 25.

Everyone has the right to a standard of living adég for the health and well-being of
himself and of his family, including food, clothingousing and medical care and necessary
social services, and the right to security in thené of unemployment, sickness, disability,
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood incamstances beyond his control.
Motherhood and childhood are entitled to specia¢ @and assistance. All children, whether
born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the sameaiqarotection.

Article 26.

Everyone has the right to education. Educationl diealffree, at least in the elementary and
fundamental stages. Elementary education shallobgpualsory. Technical and professional
education shall be made generally available andenigducation shall be equally accessible
to all on the basis of merit.

Education shall be directed to the full developmehtthe human personality and to the
strengthening of respect for human rights and foretdgal freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship amongagibns, racial or religious groups, and shall
further the activities of the United Nations foetimaintenance of peace.

Parents have a prior right to choose the kind atation that shall be given to their children.

Article 27.

Everyone has the right freely to participate in ¢héural life of the community, to enjoy the
arts and to share in scientific advancement angeitefits.

Everyone has the right to the protection of theahand material interests resulting from any
scientific, literary or artistic production of wiide is the author.

Article 28.
Everyone is entitled to a social and internatiaoraler in which the rights and freedoms set
forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

Article 29.

Everyone has duties to the community in which altrefree and full development of his

personality is possible.

In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, evezysimall be subject only to such limitations
as are determined by law solely for the purposeeciiring due recognition and respect for



the rights and freedoms of others and of meetirgjtist requirements of morality, public
order and the general welfare in a democratic $pcie

These rights and freedoms may in no case be egdrcatrary to the purposes and principles
of the United Nations.

Article 30.

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpretedraplying for any State, group or person any
right to engage in any activity or to perform argf aimed at the destruction of any of the
rights and freedoms set forth herein.

B. Special Days related to the Human Rights

. 7- 14 January - The Week for Blinds (Rights cfatiled people)

. First week of March - The Week for Green Cresdéntkish temperance society for
teetotal) (Within the context of Rights for enviroant and health)

8th of March- International Women’s Day

21st of March - International Day for the Elimiizan of Racial Discrimination
23rd of April - National Sovereignty and Childietdoliday

3rd of May - World Press Freedom Day

19 - 25 May - The Week for the Youth

5th of June - World Environment Day

24th of July - Press Fest (Freedom of the Press)

1st of September - World Peace Day

The First Sunday of the October - World Childiey

24th of October - United Nations Day

28th of October - 4th of November - The Weektfer Red Crescent

20th of November - World Children Rights Day

2nd of December - Abolition of Slavery Day

3rd of December - World Handicapped Day

10th of December - World Human Rights Day and kVee

C. The Main Institutions and Agencies
related to the Human Rights

International Organizations

European Council

Address : 67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Tel: +33 (0) 388 41 20 00

Fax: +33 (0) 388 41 27 45

Web : www.avrupakonseyi.org.tr , www.coe.int

European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
Address : F-67075 Strasbourg-Cedex

Tel: +33 (0) 388 41 20 18
www.echr.coe.int

European Committee for Preventing Torture

Address : Human Rights Building Council of Europ8#75 Strasbourg-Cedex France
Tel.: +33 388 41 39 39

Fax: +33388412772



E-mail: cptdoc@coe.int
www.cpt.coe.int/turkish.htm

Turkish Representative Office of United Nations

Address : BM Binasi Birlik Mah. 2. Cad. No.11 CaphaANKARA
Tel: (312) 454 10 87

Faks : (312) 496 14 63

Www.un.org.tr

National Organizations

Turkish Grand National Assembly Human Rights Consimois
Adres: Bakanliklar-Ankara

Tel: (312) 420 56 96
www.tbmm.gov.tr/komisyon/insanhak/insanhaklari.htm

The Presidency of Human Rights of the Prime Migistr

Tel: (312) 430 72 84

Fax: 0312 430 43 97

E mail: ihb@basbakanlik.gov.tr

www.insanhaklari.gov.tr www.ihb.gov.tr www.humagirts.gov.tr

General Directorate of International Law and FaneRglations of Ministry of Justice
Adres: Milli Midafaa Cad. No. 22 Bakanliklar-ANKARA

Tel: (312) 418 90 12

Fax: (312) 425 02 90

www.uhdigm.adalet.gov.tr

Human Rights Data Bank of the Ministry of Justice
www.inhak-bb.adalet.gov.tr/uluslarmetin.htm

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Address : 06100 Balgat-ANKARA
Tel: (312) 292 10 00
www.mfa.gov.tr

Emergency Relief and Information Line for the Mo of Human Trade : 157

The Civil Service Review Board Presidency of thenigliry of the Internal Affairs
Investigation Bureau of the Human Rights Violation

Address : 06100 Bakanliklar-ANKARA

Tel : (312) 425 72 14/3472-(312) 418 14 83-69

Fax: (312) 418 12 60

Research Planning Coordination Presidency of thadity of Internal Affairs
www.icisleri.gov.tr/apk/Daireler/AnaSayfasanHaklariDairesi.htm

Gendarmerie Headquarters

The Gendarmerie Investigation and Evaluation Ceriter Human Rights Violations
(GIECHRV)

Address : Korg. Hulusi Sayin Kasi Zemin Kat 06500 Beepe-ANKARA



Tel : (312) 456 1 156 (pbx)
Fax: (312) 212 84 63/0- 215 14 17
www.jandarma.gov.tr/jihidem/ana_sayfa.htm

Human Rights Branch Directorate of the the Sec@iyeral Directorate
www.egm.gov.tr/temuh/insanhaklari4.htm

Human Rights Branch Directorate of the MinistryH#alth

Address : Mithatpga Cad. No : 3 06434 Sihhiye / ANKARA

Tel : +90 (312) 435 6440
www.saglik.gov.tr/sb/default.asp?sayfa=birimler&ciB

Turkish Bar Association

Address : Cetin Eme¢ Bulvari No:46 Balgat - ANKARA
Tel : 312 287 87 90 ( Pbx )

Fax : 312 286 31 00 - 286 55 65
www.barobirlik.org.tr/insanhaklari/mevzuat/ub/

Human Rights Research and Implementation Centireot urkish Bar Association
Address: Karanfil Sk. No: 5/62 Kizilay-Ankara

Tel: (312) 425 30 11/138

www.barobirlik.org.tr

Ankara University Social Sciences Faculty HumanhRdCenter
Address : Ankara University SSF Campus, Cebeciaiak

Tel : (312) 319 77 20/225

www.ankara.edu.tr

Istanbul Bilgi University Human Rights Jurisprudeifesearch and
Implementation Center

Address : Kurtulg Deresi Cd. No:47 Dolapdeistanbul

Tel : (212) 253 87 42

www.insanhaklarimerkezi.bilgi.edu.tr

Hacettepe University Human Rights and PhilosophgelRech and
Implementation Center

Tel : (312) 299 21 60

www.huihm.hacettepe.edu.tr

Istanbul University Human Rights Jurisprudence Reseand
Implementation Center

Addressistanbul University Beyaziistanbul

Tel : (212) 522 18 81
www.istanbul.edu.tr/merkezler/ihnhaum/

Marmara University Human Rights Center

Address : Marmara University, Faculty of Law, Ty@bCd. Haydarpza-istanbul
Tel : (216) 349 84 00

www.ihm.8m.com

Turkey and Middle East Public Administration Ingté - Human Rights Center



Address : TODAE 1 numarali Cadde No:8 Yiicetepe-Ankara
Tel : (312) 231 73 60
www.todaie.gov.tr

D. Communication with the Presidency of
Human Rights of the Prime Ministry

Direct Communication Line For Complaints
ALO 150 (BIMER)

T.R.
Prime Ministry
Presidency of Human Rights

Address
Yuksel Caddesi No. 23, Kat 3, Yeahir 06650 Ankara -TURKEY

Telephones

+90312 430 2378
+90312 430 6193
+90312 430 7284

Fax
+090312 430 4397

e-mail
ihb@basbakanlik.gov.tr

Web sites
www.ihb.gov.tr
www.ihK.gov.tr
www.insanhaklari.gov.tr
www.insanhaklari.gov.tr
www.humanrights.gov.tr



